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Southern  Baptist  witnesses 
to  blitz  sununer  Olympics 

LOS  ANGELES  (BP)— Organizers  task  group,  said  volunteers  will  do 
of  Summer  Games  Ministries,  more  to  share  their  faith  than  “just 
Southern  Baptists’  outreach  effort  pass  out  tracts.” 
during  the  summer  Olympic  games,  SGM  will  hold  seven  training  ses- 
hope  to  have  several  hunted  volun-  sions  for  local  volunteers,  using  the 
teers  sharing  the  gospel  one-to-one  ^Sunday  School  Board’s  “Survivsd  Kit 
with  spectators  at  the  quadrennial  *for  New  (Ihristians”  and  the  H(Hne 


event. 


Mission  Board’s  “MasterLife” 


Volunteers  will  distribute  400,000  materials. 


tracts  in  EInglish  and  Spanish,  2$,^ 
scripture  pamphlets  as  well  as  N^- 


Most  volunteers  will  work  at  Ex¬ 
position  P^,  one  of  two  main  Olym- 


Testaments  and  tracts  in  as  many  as  pic  villages  and  site  of  the  coliseum, 
10  other  languages,  according  to  sports  arena,  and  swimming  pool. 
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SGM  executive  coordinator  Elmer  Hall  plans  to  write  the  director  of 
(k>ble.  missions  in  areas  where  new  con- 

Don  Hall,  director  of  missions  for  verts  live  and  encourage  visits  by  Earl  Craig,  pastor  of  First  Church. 
Crescent  Bay  Baptist  Association  local  Baptists.  Volunteers  will  also  Jackson,  was  a  featured  speaker  at 
and  head  of  SGM’s  direct  witness  follow  contacts  with  personal  letters.  Christival.  a  Festival  of  Hope. 


Earl  Craig,  pastor  of  First  Church, 


NEW  VISIONS 


Students  painted  promotional  information  on  their  car  windows  with  shoe 
polish  to  help  tell  about  their  religious  festival  at  MSU. 


MSU  BSU  is  sponsor 
of  Christival  festival 


By  Sozy  Valentiiie 
MSU  stodenA 


Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 
Match  4-11, 1984 

Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
Notional  Goal:  $29,000,000 


During  “Christival:  A  Festival  <rf 
Hope”  at  Mississippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  39  people  accepted  Jesus  Christ 
as  their  Savior  tor  the  first  time  and 
more  than  200  rededicated  their  lives 
to  him. 

Christival  was  held  Jan.  23-26  and 
was  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  Student 
Union,  (Campus  Ousade  for  Christ, 
and  tte  Navigators.  Seva's!  other 
Christian  groups  and  area  churches 
also  supported  the  project  which  was 
the  first  of  its  kind  at  MSU. 

Held  in  the  Union  Ballroom,  the 
crowd  ranged  from  450  to  625 
throughout  the  course  ot  the  week. 

The  speakers  fa  CSiristival  were 
Earl  Craig,  the  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Jackson,  and  Rusty  Wright, 
a  traveling  speaker  for  Campus 
Ousade  fa  Christ.  Byron  Cutrer,  as¬ 
sociate  minister  of  music  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  provided  lively 
musical  entertainment  during  the 
night  meetings,  and  also  in  the  Union 
Lobby  at  noon  one  day. 

Students  began  meeting  in  the 
Chapel  of  Menoories  every  night  in 
the  fall  to  pray  fa  spiritual  awaken¬ 
ing,  KC  83,  and  Christival.  This  car¬ 
ried  ova  into  the  spring  semesta, 
and  a  noon  praya  time  was  added. 
Three  days  before  Christival  began  a 
24  hour  praya  chain  went  into  effect 


with  students  praying  all  ova  cam¬ 
pus. 

A  training  seminar  for  students 
who  were  interested  in  following  up 
on  those  who  made  decisions  and  re¬ 
dedications  was  held  Jan.  13  and  14. 
Approximately  70  students  attended 
the  sessions  which  were  led  by  the 
directors  of  the  three  sponsoring 
groups.  The  five-week  follow-up 
program  included  areas  like  assur¬ 
ance,  quiet  times,  praya  and  Bible 
study,  and  telling  others  about  the 
situation. 

The  idea  for  a  campus-wide 
spiritual  awakening  came  from  a 
handful  of  students  early  last  fall. 
The  idea  spread  among  Christians 
and  caught  fire  quickly. 

While  sweat  shirts  with  red  letters 
and  silver  snowflakes  proclaiming 
“CHiristivai,  A  Festival  of  Hope” 
woe  ordered  and  soon  seen  all  ova 
campus.  Students  also  wrote  “Christ¬ 
ival”  on  their  car  windows  with  shoe 
polish. 

The  Christival  planning  committee 
wanted  the  meetings  to  be  warm,  in¬ 
formal  and  joyful.  Each  night  there 
was  a  skit,  singing,  a  testimony  and 
the  message.  The  meetings  were  de¬ 
signed  to  appeal  to  coHege  students 
ai^  to  be  noo-threat^*’**’ 
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Drinking  age  hike  squeaks  by 


A  bill  to  raise  the  legal  age  to  21  for 
drinking  any  kind  of  idcoholic  bever¬ 
age  has  pas^  S  subcommittee  of  the 
Senate  Judiciary  Committee  and 
now  will  be  considered  by  that  larger 
committee.  The  bill,  however,  got  by 
the  subctHnmittee  by  a  3  to2  vote,  and 
that  included  the  favorite  vote  by  the 
subc/>mmittee’s  chairman.  Con 
Maloney.  He  voted  to  break  a  2  to  2 
tie. 

Maloney,  however,  is  quoted  in 
newspaper  stories  as  saying  he  will 
propose  an  amendment  before  the 
full  committee  that  would  only  raise 
the  drinking  age  for  beer  and  light 
wine  to  19  instead  of  21. 

While  I  am  not  a  politician  and 
don’t  pretend  to  understand  the  ways 
of  Uh^  who  are,  I  feel  there'is  a  ethi¬ 
cal  situation  in  this  case  that 
Maloney  should  consider.  He  is  the 
chairman  o^  a  subcommittee  that  has 
voted  to  make  a  recommendation  to 
the  full  committee.  It  would  seem  he 
would  be  in  violation  of  the  ethics  of  a 
democratic  body  to  seek  to  amend 
the  bill  passed  by  the  subcommittee 


of  which  he  is  chairman,  particularly 
after  it  was  his  vote  that  created  the 
majority  in  the  subcommittee. 

Also  voting  for  the  bill  to  raise  the 
drinking  age  for  beer  and  light  wine 
to  21  were  Bob  Usey  of,Gul^rt,  an 
Episcopalian,  and  Bunky  Huggins  of 
Greenwood,  a  Methodist.  Voting 
against  the  bill,  according  to  news 
reports,  were  Hob  Bryan  of  Amory,  a 
Baptist,  and  Tommy  Brooks  of 
Ca^aj;e,  a  Methodist. 

I  would  agree  with  Usey  in  the  idea 
that  enforcement  provisions  need  to 
be  built  into  the  bills  that  establish 
legal  boundaries.  I  cannot  agree  with 
statements  by  Maloney,  a  Catholic, 
and  Bryan,  however,  that  would  indi¬ 
cate  that  b^ause  there  are  problems 
with  enforcement  the  bill  should  be 
watered  down.  ^ 

We  have  not  bera  able  to  stamp  out 
murder,  but  we  have  not  considered 
relaxing  the  illegality  of  it.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  stamp  out  traffic  in 
all  other  types  of  drugs,  but  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  legislate  against  it.  Why  do 
we  pussyfoot  around  when  it  comes  to 


alcohol?  It  is  just  as  dangerous  if  not 
more  so.  We  try  to  keep  all  other 
drugs  out  of  the  hands  of  everybody 
because  we  admit  that  they  are 
harmful.  We  also  admit  that  alcohol 
is  harmful,  and  here  we  are  trying  to 
decide  wh^er  or  not  to  make  it  eas¬ 
ily  available  to  an  18-  or  19-year-<dd 
a^lescent. 

The  answer  lies  in  the  power  and. 
wealth  of  the  liquor  interests.  The 
other  drugs  have  no  lobby. 

Those  who  want  to  argue  that  if  a 
person  is  old  enough  to  vote  he  is  old 
«iou^  to  make  a  decision  m  drink¬ 
ing  should  reconsider.  There  is  no  re¬ 
lationship  between  the  two.  One  is  the 
involvement  in  a  democratic  pro¬ 
cess.  The  other  is  potentially  the  in¬ 
volvement  in  death  and  destruction. 

And  even  if  there  were  a  relation¬ 
ship,  the  correct  response  would  be  to 
raise  the  voting  age  rather  than  con¬ 
tinuing  to  keep  the  drinking  age  low. 

This  bill  ne^  to  be  adopted  as  it  is 
if  we  are  to  have  anyone  legally 
drinking  at  all. 


A  witness  to  America 


The  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  is  March  4  throng  March  11, 
apd  th^itbe^if  i/^‘|l|(aw;yiaoas  . . . 
New  Frontiers.”  V  -  '*  •  -'i:  ' 

Let  no  one  be  confused.  The  United 
States  is  just  as  mudi  a  mission  field 
as  is  to  be  found  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  We  may  indeed  have  the 
strongest  base  in  the  world  from 
which  to  launch  missions  efforts,  but 
we  have  multiplied  millions  of  lost 
people  within  our  shores  just  as  do 
those  foreign  nations  where  we  send 
missonaries. 

So  we  must  exert  every  effort  to¬ 
ward  providing  a  witness  for  the  lost 
of  our  own  nation  as  well  as  sending 
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those  overseas  who  feel  called  to  that 
ministry.  This  is  thetask  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board.  1116  Week  of  Prayer 
fm*  Home  Missions  is  tiie  time  set 
aside  during  the  year  to  undergird 
the  work  of  that  agency  with  prayer. 

More  realistically,  however,  it  is  a 
time  when  we  need  to  be  more  keoily 
aware  of  the  work  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  than  at  other  times  during 
the  year.  The  prayer  support  must  be 
an  on-going  arrangement  that  con¬ 
tinues  the  year  around. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  all  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  work  is  done  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  state  convention  boards, 
there  are  home  missionaries  at  work 
in  Mississippi.  While  they  are  not  as 
numerous  as  they  are  in  other  states 
that  have  less  Baptist  strength,  their 
need  for  prayer  support  is  just  as 
great. 

Then  we  surely  need  constantly  to 
be  upholding  in  prayer  those  heroes 
who  carry  the  witness  into  the  inner 
city  jungles  of  our  sprawling 
megalopolises  and  into  the  lonesome 


stretches  of  the  qiarsely  settled  west. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  gives  us  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  renew  our  commitment 
to  such  a  (H^yer  ministry.  ’ 

To  take  the  gospel  into  these  areas, 
as  well  as  overseas,  takes  money. 
The  national  goal  for  this  year  is  |29 
million,  and  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  will  be  our  attempt 
to  raise  it.  Those  heroes  who  carry 
the  gospel  to  the  inner  cities  and  onto 
the  vast  plains  and  mountains  of  the 
west  must  have  food,  clothes,  and 
shelter  as  well  as  having  the  neces¬ 
sary  equipment  in  order  to  ac¬ 
complish  their  tasks. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  and  the  Annie  Armstrong  Eas¬ 
ter  Offering  are  both  necessary  if  we 
are  going  to  have  any  kind  of  an  im¬ 
pact  on  our  own  nation. 

Let’s  not  purposefully  let  our  own 
people  go  to  hell  while  we  try  to  bring 
the  rest  of  the  world  to  a  knowledge  of 
Christ.  Let’s  be  involved  in  a  witness 
to  America.  Let’s  pray  much,  and 
let’s  give  generously. 


Cripple  drug  dealers 

Eklitor: 

Widespread  drug  abuse,  particu- 
lariy  among  children,  teenagers,  and 
young  adults,  poses  a  serious  threat 
to  the  well-being  of  our  society  as 
well,  as  future  generations.  Whole 
families  suffer  when  w1o^«d  one 
abuses  drugs  (including  alcohol); 
businesses  suffer  due  to  irraqMRsi- 
bls  employees,  ineressed  accidents, 
and  lost  •productivity;  innocent 
people  suffer,  when  involved  in  acci¬ 


dents  caused  by  a  driver  under  the 
influence  of  a  chemical.  All  Ameri¬ 
cans  are  affected  in  one  way  or 
another. 

Drug  trafficking  organizations 
which  cater  to  this  abuse  are  com¬ 
posed  of  three  elements:  (1)  con¬ 
traband  drugs,  (2)  people,  and  (3) 
money  and  other  assets.  As  long  as 
assets  remain  untouched,  seized 
drugs  and  people  can  be  quickly  re- 
pla^.  Delving  drug  tridfickers  of 
their  assets,  including  operating 
tools  and  illegally  accuwwilsted  pro- 
(Continued  sn  page  S) 
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HMB  prayer  list 


The  (jerman  Village  Church,  (k>l- 
umbus,  Ohio,  is  a  growing  congrega¬ 
tion  wit^i  limited  funds  ai^  facilities. 
Pray  for  them  and  their  pastor,  mis¬ 
sionary  Art  Bingham,  that  they  will 
Hnd  resources  to  keep  up  with  their 
growth. 

Missionary  Avery  Sayer,  La  Frak 
City,  New  YmIc  City,  provides  minis¬ 
tries  tar  the  La  Frak  Oty  apartment 
comfdex.  But  the  church  is  outgrow¬ 
ing  the  present  apartment  facilities. 
Pray  for  him  as  he  makes  a  decision 
about  the  direction  of  the  multi¬ 
family  housing  ministry. 

Pray  for  the  workers  at  the  Rescue 
Mission  in  New  Orleans.  Their 
facilities  are  overcrowded  for  the 
number  who  are  seeking  help. 

Pray  for  Larry  Miguez,  newly 
named  director  (d  Rachel  Sims  Mis¬ 
sions  in  New  Orleans,  as  he  makes 
plans  for  ministries  and  progranu  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  ounmunity. 

Pray  for  Raymond  S.  White,  pastor 
of  Wolf  Point  Baptist  Mission,  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Sioux  Reservation  in  the 
Northern  Plains  ^ptist  (Convention, 
as  he  leads  his  chur^  in  stewardship 
deveh^roent. 

Pray  for  the  development  of  lead¬ 
ership  and  pastors  among  language 
churches.  Tlie  rapid  growth  of  these 
congregations  places  a  higher  de¬ 
mand  on  the  number  of  pastors. 

Pray  for  Ron  and  Amy  Neron, 
multi-ethnic  catalytic  missionaries 
in  Huntsville,  Alabama,  as  they  start 
new  language  work  in  that  city.  Ron, 
a  native  of  Israel,  speaks  four  lan¬ 
guages.  Amy  is  origi^ly  from  Sin¬ 
gapore. 

^ay  for  Miami  Metropolitan  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  pastor  David  Morgan 
as  they  begin  new  work  among  the 
West  Indians  in  the  Miami  area. 

Pray  for  (Chaplain  Roger  A.  Mar¬ 
shall,  P.O.  Box  506,  Abquaig,  Saudi 
Arabia,  who  serves  as  a  chaplain 
with  the  oil  production  company 
ARAMCX).  He  is  the  only  Souttiem 
Baptist  industrial  chaplain  serving  in 
a  foreign  country. 

Pray  for  Chaplain  John  E.  Ras- 
beiTjr  of  the  Mobile,  Alabama, 
Ownty  SherrUTs  Dnartment.  He  la 
coe  of  nine  Southern  Baptist  full-time 


chaplains  serving  in  law  enforce¬ 
ment. 

Pray  for  the  more  than  1,500  sum¬ 
mer  missionaries  who  will  be  serving 
in  all  50  states,  Puerto  Rico,  and 
(Canada  for  ten  weeks. 

Pray  for  the  Summer  Games 
Olympic  ministries  and  its  director, 
ESmer  (Soble  as  they  utilize  volun¬ 
teers  to  minister  and  witness  during 
the  games  in  July  and  August. 

Pray  for  the  ministry  to  the  ’64 
World’s  Fair  in  New  Orleans,  project 
director  Jimmy  Knox,  and  sununer 
misionaries  and  other  volunteers 
who  will  be  ministering  to  tourists  at 
the  fair. 

Pray  for  newly  appointed  SpeciaT 
Mission  Ministries  consultant  Tom 
Eggleston  as  he  works  in  the  area  of 
special  events  and  fine  art. 

Pray  for  the  15  (Church  Planter  Ap¬ 
prentices  who  will  be  appointed  in 
Los  Angeles  in  August  as  missionary 
associates  for  a  two-year  period  to 
start  15  new  churches. 

Pray  for  the  1,274  Southern  Baptist 
churches  which  made  commitment 
to  start  a  new  mission  during  Pente¬ 
cost  Sunday.  Pray  they  will  be  able  to 
gather  resources  and  complete  plan¬ 
ning  details  to  eadi  start  a  new  mis- 
ison  by  year’s  end. 

Pray  for  the  40  church-starting 
missionaries  in  major  metropolitan 
areas  of  the  nation  as  they  seek  to 
start  new  churches. 

Pray  for  the  volunteers  planning  to 
provide  raceway  ministries  at  The 
Atlanta  International,  March  18;  The 
Darlington  500,  April  1M5;  and  The 
Talladega,  May  6.  Pray  for  the  new 
consultant  recently  appointed  to 
coordinate  this  ministry. 

Pray  that  our  missionaries  in 
Puerto  Rico  will  be  able  to  challenge 
numy  to  a  greater  moral  standard  as 
drinking,  wife  beating,  and  child 
abuse  are  common  practices. 

Pray  for  Mission  Service  Corps 
worker,  Ekila  Armstrong,  who  serves 
at  the  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
Sheridan,  Wyo.,  as  she  tries  to  reach 
people  In  this  predominantly 
Catholic  and  Mormon  area.  Also, 
pny  for  funds  needed  to  cooqdete  a 
badly  needed  addltioo  to  the  church. 
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Missionary  couple 
are  missionary  kids 


Pour  famines  with  Mississippi  ties, 
inchiding  a  Gulfport  pastor  and  a 
Jackson  minister  of  education  wow 
among  18  peofde  named  missionaries 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  Virginia. 

Durwood  L.  (Dee)  and  Ann 
Broughton  will  w<Mic  in  Ivory  Coast  in 
Africa,  where  he  will  be  a  general 
evangelist  and  she  will  be  a  diurch 
and  home  worker.  He  is  pastor  of 
Northward  Church,  Gulfport. 

A  North  Carolina  native,  he  is  a' 
graduate  of  East  (Carolina  University 
and  earned  the  master  of  divinity  d^ 
gree  frdm  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
He  has  been  pastor  (rf  diurches  in 
Louisiana  and  Georgia. 

Mrs.  Broughton,  the  former  Ann 
Green  of  Vandeave,  is  a  graduate  ot 
Gulf  Coast  Junior  College  and  earned 
the  bachelor  of  science  and  master  of 
library  science  from  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,  plus  the 
master  of  religious  edi^ation  degree 
from  New  Orleans  Soninary.  She  has 
been  a  librarian  in  Vandeave,  Pas¬ 
cagoula,  at  USM,  and  in  Bay  St. 
Louis. 

Fred  and  Susan  Ato*  will  work  in 
South  Brazil,  adiere  be  will  be  a  re¬ 
ligious  education  instructor  and  she 
wW  be  a  church  and  home  worker .  He 
is  miniitter  of  education  at  Oak 
Forest  Church,  Jackson. 

He  is  a  native  of  Texas  and  a 
graduate  of  Victoria  College,  Sam 
Houston  State  University,  and 
earned  master  of  divinity  and  religi- 


The  Aters  have  two  children:  Alan 
Taylor,  b(»ii  in  1974;  and  Andi  Leigh, 
1977. 

Hugh  and  Deborah  Redmon  Jr., 
will  wwk  in  Venezuda,  where  he  will 
be  a  conference  and  encampment  di¬ 
rector  and  she  will  be  a  church  and 
home  worker.  He  is  sports  program 
director  at  a  YMCA  in  Fort  Worth. 

Bom  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  be  is  the 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Donald  H.  Red¬ 
mon,  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
in  (3osta  Rica.  He  has  lived  in  Hardy 
and  Yazoo  City.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Ouachita  Baptist  University  and 
earned  the  master  of  religious  Ques¬ 
tion  degree  from  Southwestern 
Seminary. 

Mrs.  ROmon,  the  former  Detorah 
Pinkston,  is  the  daughto*  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  D.  Edwin  Pinkston,  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  in  Ivory  Coast. 
She  grew  up  in  Texas,  France,  and 
Ivory  Ck)ast.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
OuaOita,  and  has  done  clerical  work 

Kenneth  and  Jane  Strickland  wui 
work  in  P«v,  where  he  will  be  a  gen¬ 
eral  evangelist  and  she  will  ^  a 
church  and  home  worktf .  He  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Tammany  Hills  Church, 
Covington,  La. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Baptist  Bible 
Institute,  Graceville,  Fla.,  and  of 
MobOe  (College.  Heexpects  to  receive 
the  master  ^  divinity  degree  from 
New  Orleans  Soninary  tto  month. 

Mrs.  Strickland  is  the  former  Jane 
^pson,  bora  in  Vardaman.  She  at¬ 
tended  Northwest  Junior  College, 


Committee  reeontmends 


not  seating  Canadians 


By  Dan  Martin 


ous  education  degrees  from  South-  -vSenatobla,  and  Baptist  Bibk  Insti- 


we^era  Seminary. 

Mrs.  Ater  is  the  former  Susan 
Taylor  of  Linden,  Tex.  She  is  a 
graduate  of  Sam  Houston  and  has 
been  a  hmik  coafrol  supervisor  and 


tute.  She  has  been  a  receptionist,  in¬ 
surance  clerk,  and  church  secretary. 

The  Stricklands  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Kenneth  Drew,  born  in  1970; 
Wesley  Dale,  NTS;  and  Laura  Jane, 
1971. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— The 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Canada 
Study  Committee  will  recommend 
the  SBC  Ckmstitution  not  be  amended 
to  aUow  seating  of  messoigers  from 
Canadian  Southern  Baptist 
churches. 

The  21-member  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  study  amending  the  SBC 
(Constitution  to  add  (Canada  to  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  denomination,  unanim¬ 
ously  adopted  a  recommendation 
that  the  constitution  not  be  changed, 
but  that  the  SBC  “render  all  possible 
assistance  to  Canadian  Southern 
Baptist  jdnircbes  to  achieve  their  ag- 
reQ  upon  objective,  including  tlw 
devel<^ment  of  a  (Canadian  Southern 
Baptist  entity." 

The  two  page  report,  negotiated 
following  four  day-long  meetings  of 
the  entire  omunittee  and  three  reg¬ 
ional  subcommittee  meetings,  will 
recommended  to  messengers  at  the 
1964  annua]  meeting  of  the  14.1  mill¬ 
ion  member  denomination  June  12-14 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  committee  was  created  by  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  1988  annual  meeti^  to 
consider  a  ixt^;)osal  by  C.  B.  Hogue, 
pastor  of  Eastwood  Church,  Ttdsa, 
Okla.,  that  Article  H  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  be  amended  to  add  the  words 
“and  Canada"  to  the  territorial  area 
of  the  SBC. 

The  constitution  specifies  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  denomination  is  li¬ 
mited  to  Baptists  “in  the  United 
States  and  its  territories. . . ." 

In  its  report,  the  committee 
acknowledges  its  “primary  assign- 
mrat . . .  was  to  consider  whether  the 
constitution  . . .  should  be  amended 
to  include  the  words  ‘and  Canada.’  " 
However,  the  committee  said  it 
“became  aware  that  this  assignment 
could  only  be  approached  by  consid¬ 
ering  the  total  implications  of  the  de¬ 
cisions,  including  existing  relation¬ 
ships  l^tween  Canadian  churches 
and  state  conventions  to  which  they 
relate.” 

After  “receiving  counsel"  from 
rq>resentatives  of  (Canadian  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches,  thf  Northwest 
Baptist  Convention— which  includes 
some  60  churches  in  Omada  among 
its  membership — SBC  leaders  and 
Baptists  in  CanOa  not  rented  to  the 
SBC,  the  committee  report  says  the 
“essential  question  it  believed  it  had 
to  answer  was:  ‘How  can  Southern 
Baptists  best  achieve  our  mutual 
goal  of  helping  reach  Canada  for 
Christ?’  ’’ 

Hie  conunittee  stdution  is  to  re¬ 
commend  the  constitution  not  be 
amended,  but  “an  aggressive, 
evangelistic  strategy  utiUxing  in- 
cresMd  Southern  Biqitist  leadenhip 
and  resources"  be  devdoped. 

*1116  reconunendatien  includes 


creation  ot  a  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Canada  Planning  Group  to 
consist  of  executives  and  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Sunday 
Sdiool  Board,  and  Radio  and  Televi¬ 
sion  Commission,  as  well  as  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  other  agencies. 

Under  the  plan,  the  HMB  represen¬ 
tative  would  be  chairman,  “thus 
identifying  the  continuing  leadership 
role  of  the  Home  Mission  Board," 
which  already  has  a  relationship  with 
missions  and  evangelization  of 
(Canada. 

The  planning  grwp  will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  “condating  the  work  oi  the 
agencies  (rf  the  SBC  with  churches  in 
Canada  in  responding  to  requests,  in¬ 
itiating  program  actions  and  de¬ 
veloping  plans,  in  areas  such  as  mis¬ 
sions,  evangelism,  theological  edu¬ 
cation,  literature,  student  work, 
media,  and  the  sending  of  Canadians 
as  missionaries." 

In  addition,  it  would  work  with 
C^anadian  leaOrship  to  assist  with 
development  of  a  strategy  for  mis¬ 
sions  and  evangelism,  consult  with 
Southern  Baptist  Conve^on  state 
leadoxhip  in  the  states  relating  to 
(Canada,  and  r^rt  annually  to  the 
SBC  on  the  groiQi  and  development 
ot  work  in  (Canada  through  1994. 

In  an  effort  to  intensify  involve¬ 
ment  by  members  of  Canadian 
churches,  the  report  recommrads  an 
observer  be  selected  to  attend  one 
meeting  a  year  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  Foreign  Mission  Board,  Sun¬ 
day  Sdiool  BOrd,  and  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  final  recommendation  is  that 
there  be  “encouragement  of  increas¬ 
ing  involvement  between  churches, 
assodations  and  state  convrations  in 
the  United  States  and  churches  in 
(Canada. 

Following  the  meeting,  CSiairman 
Fred  Roadi,  a  Dallas  homebuilder, 
said:  “This  dedsion  does  not  pre¬ 
clude  any  decision  which  will  be 
made  later,"  which  will  allow  the 
(Canadian  Southern  Biqptist  churches 
to  “determine  if  they  wish  to  consider 
seating  or  to  move  toward  their  own 
national  entity." 

Earl  Craig,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Jackson,  lifiss.,  and  an  at- 
large  member,  said:  “Most  of  us 
came  to  the  conunittee  saying,  ‘Why 
not  seat  them?’  but  we  have  disco¬ 
vered  thefe  are  nuny  tremendous 
problems.  The  issue  is  not  as  simple 
as  whether  to  seat  the  messengers  or 
not  I  hope  the  convention  deOed  us 
to  study  the  matter  and  make  a  deci¬ 
sion  bsised  on  that" 

Cridg  added  many  Baptists  still  see 
the  issue  in  sinqile  terms  and  want  to 
seat  mfssfngcrs  from  Canada.  “Wk 
shouM  not  vote  on  what  w«  think  the 


constituency  wants,  but  should  make 
the  decision  based  on  where  the  study 
has  led  us." 

The  recommendation  will  be  im«- 
sented  during  a  meeting  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Southern  Baptist  churches  in 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  May  1-3  prior  to 
being  presented  at  the  SBC  in  June. 


(Dan  Martin  is  Baptist  Press  news 
editor.) 


Senate  pane|. 
votes  for 


Vatican  rep 


By  Larry  Qwsacr 

WASHINGTON  (BP)~The  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee  has 
voted  to  favorably  report  the  nomi- 
nation  of  William  A.  Wilson  as  am¬ 
bassador  to  the  Vatican. 

Tbe  9-1  vote  by  the  panel  cleared 
the  way  for  a  confirmation  vote  by 
,,the  full  Senate. 

Despite  the  committee’s  strong 
vote  in  favor  of  the  Wilson  nomina¬ 
tion,  a  Baptist  churefa-state  spokes¬ 
man  warned  the  issue  is  far  from  set¬ 
tled. 

“The  struggle  against  placing  an 
ambassador  at  the  Holy  See  has  only 
begun,"  declared  James  M.  Dunn, 
executive  director  of  the  Baptist 
Joint  (Committee  on  PuMk  Afteirs. 
“The  vote  in  the  Foreign  Relaions 
Committee  did  not  come  as  a  sur-^ 
prise  and  constitutes  t^  opening 
skirmish  rather  than  the  main  bat¬ 
tle.” 

In  addition  to  the  full  Senate  vote  on 
the  nomination,  appropriations 
conunittees  on  both  rides  of  Capitol 
Hill  are  yet  to  decide  on  interim  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  new  Vatican  embassy  for 
the  remainder  of  fiscal  1984. 

Before  announcing  his  intention  to 
vote  against  reporting  the  nomina¬ 
tion  to  tbe  floor,  committee  member 
Sen.  Jesse  Helms,  R-N.C.,  read  a  re¬ 
solution  opporing  tbe  move  adopted 
Feb.  20  by  the  sQthera  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Executive  Committee.  Tie 
North  (Carolina  senator  dted  tbe  re¬ 
solution  at  tbe  request  of  SBC  Preri- 
dent  James  T.  Draper  Jr. 

Joining  committee  chairman 
CJiarles  Percy,  R-Ill.,  in  voting  to 
send  tbe  nmnination  to  ttM  floor  were 
Republicans  Howard  H.  Bator  of 
Tennessee,  Richard  G.  Lu^  of  In¬ 
diana,  (Carles  McC.  Mathias  ef 
Maryland,  Rudy  Boscfawttx  of  Ifin- 
nesota,  Nancy  L.  Kassebaumef  Ean- 
sas,  and  Paula  Hawkins  of  Fltrhla  - 
and  Democrats  Claiborne  Pdl  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Joseph  R.  BUsn  of 
Delaware. 

(Larry  Chesser  writes  fer  the 
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NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— A  re¬ 
quest  to  totally  withdraw  funding 
from  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Affairs  was  rejected  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  Execu¬ 
tive  (Committee  during  its  February 
meeting.  * 

The  ^ecutive  (Committee  voted 
without  opposition  to  “decline  to 
withdraw  ^e  financial  support  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  to  the 
Baptist  Joint  (Committee  dn  Public 
Affairs,  as  requested  by  the  Alabama 
Baptist  State  (}onventi(Mi.’’ 

The  matter  came  to  the  Executive 
(Committee  after  the  Alabama  con¬ 
vention,  during  its  annual  meeting 
Nov.  15,  passed  a  resolutimi  to  “re¬ 
spectfully  ask  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to  withdraw  totally” 
supp(Mt  from  the  Washington-ba^ 
BJCPA. 

Following  a  hearing  on  the  matter, 
the  administrative  and  convention 
arrangements  subcommittee  of  the 
Executive  (Committee  recommended 
to  the  entire  committee  the  request  to 
defund  be  declined. 

The  action  also  noted  defunding 
“would  be  in  conflict  with  previous 
actions  of  the  SBC.” 

The  defunding  effort  erupted  dur¬ 
ing  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Alabama  convention  when  messen¬ 
gers  adopted  a  resoluticai  criticizing 
the  BJCPA  and  its  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  James  M.  Dunn,  for  particina- 
tion  in  People  for  the  American  Way, 
a  first  amendment  rights  coalition 
founded  in  1960. 

The  resolution  charged  PAW 
“founders  and  supporters  espouse 
philosophies  which  are  contrary  to 
Biblical  principles  of  decency  and 
morality. . . .”  One  of  the  founders  of 
PAW  is  television  producer  Norman 
Lear.  Others  include  the  late  Ruth 
Carter  Stapleton;  Theodore  Hes- 
burgh,  president  of  Notre  Dame  Uni¬ 
versity;  and  John  Buchanan,  a 
Southern  Baptist  and  former  con¬ 
gressman  from  Birmingham,  Ala. 

While  the  PAW  connection  was  dis¬ 
cussed  during  the  meeting  of  the  sub¬ 
committee,  the  action  drew  little  dis¬ 
cussion  when  it  came  to  the  floor  of 
the  Executive  (Committee. 

After  the  Executive  (Ik)mmittee 
meeting,  committee  member  Robert 
Goode,  pastor  of  Florida  Street  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  re¬ 
quested  information  from  the  sub¬ 
committee  on  “why  they  came  to  the 
decision"  to  decline  defunding. 

Frank  Ingraham,  a  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  attorney,  said  the  subcommit¬ 
tee  had  heard  from  both  Dunn  and 
EJarl  Potts,  interim  executive  secre¬ 
tary  in  Alabama,  as  well  as  from 
others  in  “establishing  some  facts 
which  were  very  helpful”  in  coming 
to  the  decision. 

“The  facts  are  no  Cooperative 
Program  money  has  ever  been  ex- 
p«ided  tor  the  People  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Way,"  Ingraham  said.  “Second, 
(Dunn) ...  is  no  longer  serving  on 
the  advisory  board  of  Peopte  for  the 
American  Way,  nor  is  there  any 
membership  in  PAW. 


Committee  defunding  fails 


By  Dan  Martin 


“Third,  we  recognize  there  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  Joint  (Committee 
cooperating  with  a  number  of  organi¬ 
zations  and  participating  in  making 
policy  in  an  organization." 

Ingraham  also  noted  the  SBC  “sets 
the  participation  in  the  (Cooperative 
Program,  and  not  the  Executive 
(Conunittee." 

Another  member,  William  H.  Ric¬ 
ketts,  pastor  of  Prince  Avenue  Bap¬ 
tist  (Church,  Watkinsville,  Ga.,  told 
the  committee  Dunn  declined  to 
serve  another  term  on  the  PAW 
board  because  of  his  sensitivities  to 
the  concerns  of  Southern  Baptists. 

Ed  Drake,  an  attorney  from  Dal¬ 
las,  did  not  speak  to  Dunn’s  involve¬ 
ment  with  PAW,  but  commented  in¬ 
stead  on  the  BJCPA  publication.  Re¬ 
port  from  the  Capitol,  criticizing  in 
particular  Dunn’s  editorial  com¬ 
ments  in  the  monthly  newsmagazine. 

“I  do  not  question  Dr.  Dunn’s  intel¬ 
lectual  capacity,  but  I  think  his  edito¬ 
rial  comments  are  frequently  wrong. 
I  get  many  publications  ...  I  glance 
at,  but  I  read  the  Report  from  the 
(Capitol  because  I  want  to  know  what 
the  other  side  is  doing,"  Drake  said. 

He  said  he  believes  the  publication 
often  takes  positions  “not  represen¬ 
tative  of  Southern  Baptists  and  often 
just  margii^ly  representative.” 

Drake  said  “perhaps  withdrawing 
financial  support  is  too  harsh  a  re¬ 
medy.”  He  added  he  believes  the 
BJ(CPA  “ought  to  exercise  greater 
discretion,"  in  an  election  year,  par¬ 
ticularly  “when  they  are  more 
liberally-oriented  than  I  am.” 

The  Executive  Committee  also 
considered  a  resolution  from  the 
deacons  at  Southside  Baptist  (Church 
in  Birmingham,  where  Albert  Lee 
Smith,  a  BJCPA  member,  is  a 
member  and  a  deacon.  That  resolu¬ 
tion  asked  the  Executive  (Committee 
to  study  to  see  if  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  “funds  are  being  misused”  by 
Dunn’s  involvement  with  PAW. 

It  also  asked  for  Dunn  either  to 
“remove  himself  from  all  associa¬ 
tion”  with  PAW,  or  to  resign  his 
BJCPA  post.  The  committee  de¬ 
clined  action. 

Proposed  revisions  in  three  bylaws 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  (Convention 
Constitution  were  approved  and 
guidelines  for  selecting  meeting  sites 
for  the  annual  meeting  were  re¬ 
viewed  durii^  the  meeting. 

The  committee  also  act^  on  a  re¬ 
solution  on  Baptist  Press  referred  to 
it  in  the  1983  annual  meeting  and 
proposed  meeting  sites  for  the  1991, 
1992, 1995,  and  1996  annual  meetings. 

The  committee  heard  a  report 
from  its  bylaws  workgroup  on  an  on¬ 
going  study  of  Article  VI  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  primarily  dealing  with  the 
number  of  trustees  of  each  of  the  20 
organizations  supported  by  the  na¬ 
tional  (Co(^)erative  Prog-am. 

The  action  asks  “each  agency  of 
the  convention  to  study  the  possible 
need  to  increase  or  decrease  the 
number  erf  persons  serving  as  trus¬ 
tees,  since  each  agency  has  unique 
needs,  and  to  report  to  the  Executive 
(Committee  by  Feb.  1, 1965.” 


In  the  bylaws  revisions,  the  com¬ 
mittee  adopted  recommendations 
proposed  by  the  1963  annual  meetings 
on  the  committee  on  boards,  commit¬ 
tee  on  committees,  and  resolutions 
committee. 

During  the  1963  annual  meeting, 
messengers  approved  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  residency  requirements  of 
persons  serving  on  the  committee  on 
committees  and  committee  on 
boards  .^Further  revisiims  were  ap¬ 
prove  in  the  February  Executive 
(Committee  meeting  and  will  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  1964  annual  meeting. 

In  the  revision  adopted  in  1963,  per¬ 
sons  serving  on  the  two  committees 
were  “required  to  have  resided 
within  the  state  from  whidi  they  are 
elected  at  least  «ie  year  prior  to  elec¬ 
tion.” 

Frank  Ingraham,  a  Nashville  at¬ 
torney  and  chairmw  of  the  bylaws 
workgroup,  said  the  wording  elimi¬ 
nated  some  persons  because  it  em¬ 
phasized  the  “habitat"  of  the  person. 

In  both  of  the  bylaws,  the  conunit- 
tee  members  approved  wording 
which  says  those  serving  either  on 
the  conunittee  on  boards  or  commit¬ 
tee  on  committees  “shall  have  been 
resident  members  for  at  least  one 
year  of  a  Souther»  Baptist  church 
either  geographically  within  the 
state  or  affiliate  with  the  convention 
of  the  state  from  which  they  are 
elected.” 

The  committee  on  committees 
bylaMr  (21)  also  includes  the  provi¬ 
sion  that  the  names  of  those  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  convention  president 
“shall  be  released  ...  to  Baptist 
Press  no  later  than  45  days  prior  to 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  conven¬ 
tion.” 

The  wording  brings  into  accord 
with  the  reporting  provisions  for  the 
conunittee  on  boaitis  report,  adopted 
at  the  1963  convention. 

The  revisions  on  the  resolutions 
committee  bylaw  (22)  follow  re- 
conunendations  made  by  James  T. 
Draper  Jr.,  convention  president, 
and  used  during  the  1963  meeting. 

Ingraham  said  the  revisions  “in¬ 
corporate  many  of  the  things  Jimmy 
Draper”  suggested.  Revisions  of  the 
bylaws  concerning  the  resolutions 
process  were  suggested  during  the 
1962  annual  meeting,  and  also  were 
considered,  Ingraham  added. 

The  revision  also  includes  a  provi¬ 
sion  that  the  names  of  those  selected 
to  serve  be  released  through  Baptist 
Press  no  later  than  45  days  prior  to 
the  convention. 

The  recommended  bylaw  sets  out  a 
process  for  introducing  resolutions 
almost  identical  to  that  followed  in 
Pittsburgh.  “Proposed  resolutions, 
including  those  previously  sent  to  the 
conunittee,  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
convention  by  a  registered  mes¬ 
senger  not  later  than  the  beginning  of 
the  evening  session  of  the  first  day  of 
the  convention. 

“Titles  of  proposed  resolutions  and 
the  names  of  the  makers  shall  be 
read  into  the  convention  reoHxl  by  an 
officer  of  the  convention  and  referred 
to  the  conunittee  . . .,"  it  reads. 


The  bylaws  work  group  reported  it 
carefully  studied  two  resolutions 
presented  at  the  New  Orleans  con¬ 
vention,  and  declined  to  include 
them.  One  would  have  given  resolu¬ 
tions  the  same  weight  as  a  motion, 
and  the  other  requiring  a  three- 
fourths  majority  vote  for  adoption. 

The  committee  heard  a  report 
from  the  convention  arrangements 
wqrl(group  which  suggests  a  rotation 
of  annual  meeting  sites  between 
Texas  (San  Antonio,  Dallas,  and 
Houston),  Georgia  (Atlanta)  and 
Louisiana  (New  Orleans)  “on  a  four 
to  seven  year  rotation  basis.” 

Tim  Hedquist,  convention  man¬ 
ager  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
e^lained  the  five  cities  “are  major 
hi^  attendance  areas  for  the  ctui- 
vention,”  and  explained  the  informal 
rotation  system  “would  give  direc¬ 
tion  for  convention  site  selection 
without  tying  our  hands.” 

Tommy  King,  from  Columbia, 
Miss.,  opposed  the  informal  rotation 
system,  noting  “if  we  put  such  a  mo¬ 
tion  in  effect,  the  perception  of  the 
pioneer  mission  areas  of  the  West 
and  North  wiU  be  that  we  are  retreat¬ 
ing  to  a  regionalistic  a[q>roach.” 

Dorothy  Sample,  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union-SBC, 
and  a  member  of  the  committee, 
supported  the  rotation,  saying  “we 
pretty  much  are  doing  it  anyway. 
With  just  14  cities  which  will  meet  our 
needs,  it  is  getting  increasingly  hard 
to  get  in." 

After  adopting  the  suggestion  of  a 
rotation  system,  the  committee 
voted  to  recommend  Atlanta  as  the 


.convention  site  in  both  1991  and  1995, 
Indianaiwlis  in  1992,  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  in  1996. 

John  McCall,  who  voted  agains^the 
proposals,  said  in  the  “next  11  years 
we  are  lodced  into  only  a  few  cities. 
That  imposes  a  character  on  our  con¬ 
vention  that  is  not  reflective  of  its  na¬ 
ture.  Someday  I  hope  we  will  open  up 
the  guidelines  and  go  to  other  cities." 

Under  guidelines  adopted  in  1963, 
the  convention  city  must  provide 
6,500  hotel  and  motel  rooms,  3,000  of 
which  must  be  within  two  miles  of  the 
convention  center,  a  hall  capable  of 
seating  16,000  persons  and  50,000 
square  feet  of  exhibit  space. 

In  other  matters,  the  committee: 

—Received  as  “helpful  advice”  a 
resolution  offered  on  the  operation  of 
Baptist  Press,  the  denominational 
news  service,  which  called  for  idoi- 
tification  of  reporters  and  use  of  re¬ 
porters  not  employed  by  agencies  to 
cover  controversies; 

—Approved  a  three  percent  struc¬ 
ture  salary  increase  for  Executive 
Committee  employees,  effective  Oct. 
1,  but  not  to  be  implemented  prior  to 
Jan.  1, 1965,  or  when  funds  are  avail¬ 
able; 

—  Withdrew  an  action  abolishing 
the  Bold  Mission  Thrust  steering 
conunittee  after  William  G.  Tanner, 
president  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board;  and  R.  Keith  Parks,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
objected  on  the  basis  they  had  not 
bera  previously  informed  of  the  ac¬ 
tion. 

Dan  Martin  is  news  editor  for  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 
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^  a/tne'  me' UH^^f^^/?^^ 

Pieced  from  a  pattern 


All  day  quiltings  were  a  big  social 
event  when  I  was  a  little  girl.  Women 
of  the  County  Line  community  would 
take  turns  giving  a  quilting,  and  I 
guess  Mama  never  missed  one. 
Sometimes  there  would  be  six  or 
eight  quilts  brought  by  different 
ones,  to  be  completed  for  themselves 
■  or  given  to  nee^  families,  or  maybe 
to  give  to  a  family  whose  house  tiad 
burned. 

/  OfteiLthere  would  be  a  quilt  in 
every  ro<Hn,  and  two  in  the  hall,  laced 
into  wooden  frames  and  suspended 
(MI  CMtls  from  the  ceiling,  'ndmbles 
..^donned,  and  tossing  scissors  and 
thread  to  each  ottao*  across  thecolor- 
ful  squares,  the  women  would  stitch 
around  every  design  and  every 
square,  bringing  the  shapes  into  re- 
li^.  When  a  row  of  squares  had  been 
finished,  they  would  stop  and  roll  the 
^  wooden  frames  under,  until  finaUy 
they  had  reached  the  center  row. 

My  sister,  Betty,  and  our  cousin, 
Reb^ca,  would  crawl  under,  one  of 
the  quilts  and  cut  out  paper  dolls 
from  the  Sears  catalog  while  we  lis- 
'  tened  to  the  women  talk.  Eventually 
they  would  stop  for  lunch— 
everybody  had  brought  a  dish — and 
then  they  would  start  again. 

—  Between  quiltings,  there  was  al¬ 
ways  the  getting  ready  for  them  at 
home.  When  Grandma  Allen,  Ma¬ 
ma's  mother,  came  to  visit  us  in  the 
winter,  she  would  sit  by  the  fire  and 
piece  quilts.  (After  Grandpa  died, 
she  liv^  with  her  six  daughters  and 
one  son,  moving  on  to  another  about 
every  six  weeks.)  With  her  she  al¬ 
ways  carried  her  little  cardboard  box 
of  cloth  scraps  and  patterns,  among 
them  the  hexagonal  Charm,  her 
favorite.  Then,  too,  there  were  the 
bats  to  be  carded.  The  cotton  bats, 
that  is,  little  puffy  blocks  of  cotton, 
maybe  4  X  8  inches,  to  lay  between  the 
quilt  cover  and  the  lining  for  padding, 
^ck  in  the  days  when  Daddy  was 
growing  his  own  cotton.  Mama  would 
get  wads  of  it— after  the  seeds  were 
taken  out— and  lay  them  on  the 
cards,  for  making  into  bats.  (These 
cards  were  not  playing  cards.  They 
were  two  rectangles  of  wood  studded 
with  sharp  little  steel  teeth,  and  they 
had  handles.)  Grandnui  would  comb 
the  cotton  back  and  forth  between  the 
cards  until  it  was  of  the  right  consis¬ 
tency  and  thickness. 

Grandma  Washburn  made  a  lot  of 
quilts,  too,  though  I  think  she 
liked  tocrodiet  more.  When  Grandpa 
later  gave  me  her  80-year-old  sewing 
mach^,  he  had  wrapped  it  in  a  quilt 
Grandma  made,  a  string  quilt, 
fashioned  from  tiny  strips,  in  pinks 
and  blues. 

Mama  has  sewed  quilts  for  herself 
and  her  childroi  and  grandchildren, 
of  every,  pattern  Imaginable— 
Sunbonnet  Girl,  Ovtf  all  Boy,  Double 
Wedding  Ring,  Bow-Tie. 

With  the  current  craze  for  “cogn- 
try"  things,  she  and  her  niece,  Louise 
H^e,  have  really  gotten  into  the 
swing  of  it.  lafact,  Louise  has  built 
her  needlework  Into  a  full-time  busi- 


In  January,  in  three  weeks  Mama 
spent  with  me,  wt  went  often  to  the 
T,0,  and  Y,  looking  at  calicos  and 


ginghams  and  muslins  and  pale  col¬ 
ored  pastel  cottons.  She  was  as¬ 
sembling  the  Strawberry  coverlet 
she  had  already  finished  for  me,  and 
deciding  on  the  right  color  combina¬ 
tions  for  a  Rose  Petal  one  for  Karen. 
(Happy  birthday,  March  4,  Mama! 

'  May  it  be  as  bri^t  and  beautiful  as 
your  Flower  Ganlen  quilt! ) 

God  has  given  many  this  artistic 
talent,  tlie  ability  to  take  scraps,  <rid 
(w  new,  and  fr<»n  them  to  make  heir¬ 
loom  treasures.  (Sod  in  his  creation  of 
the  world  surrounded  us  with  the  col¬ 
ors  (rf  the  needlework  artist.  I  have 
looked  down  from  a  plane  and  ad-' 
mired  his  patchwork  of  many  greens. 
And  from  the  air,  the  snow-covered 
fields  around  Vienna,  I  could  see' 
were  divided  into  squares  and  em¬ 
broidered  with  the  darkly  outlined 
branches  of  leafless  trees.  In  October 
once,  W.D.  and  I  stood  on  a  limestone 
cliff  near  Harlan,  Ky.,  and  looked  at 
mountains  covered  with  red-gold 
maples.  “It  looks  just  like  a  big 
quilt!’’  he  said. 

Exquisite^  and  exactly  planned, 
all  the  pieces  of  God’s  handiwork  fit 
into  his  over-all  design — not  only  in 
the  natural  world,  but  also  in  the  lives 
of  people.  His  children  who  use  their 
talents  and  abilities  and  gifts  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  purpose  are  doing  their  part 
in  fitting  together  the  pieces  of  the 
pattern. 

A  story  Leonard  Sanderson  told 
during  recent  revival  at  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  I  thought  an  amaz¬ 
ing  example  of  God’s  design  in  the 
fabric  of  lives.  Sanderson  said  while 
riding  on  a  plane  he  talked  with  the 
man  sitting  next  to  him,  a  Jew,  about 
Jesus.  Some  years  later,  through  an 
unusual  chain  of  circumstances,  this 
Jew  happened  to  visit  a  Baptist 
church.  That  night,  at  that  church, 
Sanderson  was  preaching.  He  did  not 
know  the  Jew  was  in  the  audience, 
but  told  the  story  of  talking  with  him 
on  the  plane.  At  the  close  of  the  ser¬ 
vice,  the  Jew  came  down  and  said  to 
him,  “I  am  the  man  you  met  on  that 
plane.  You  were  right  then  in  what 
you  said  adout  Jesus,  and  I  was 
wrong.  I  know,  because  tonight  I  met 
him.  I  asked  him  to  come  into  my 
heart,  and  he  did.’’ 

Campers’  rally 
at  Columbus 
Propst  Park 

Mississippi  (hampers  on  Mission 
will  hold  its  spring  rally  at  Pit^ 
Park  at  Columbus,  Mardi  23-25.  T^ 
is  a  change  from  the  place  announced 
in  the  Baptist  Diary  as  Boone’s 
Camp. 

Friday  evening  speaker  will  be  J. 
C.  MitcheU,  diri^r  of  missioos  for 
Golden  Triangle.  Musicians  Friday 
night  will  be  the  Heavenly  Herahto 
fr^  Fairview  Church.  And  Satur^ 
day  evening  will  offer  the  McAdams 
<)uartet. 

Ibe  wganizatioo  will  be  maU^ 
plans  for  the  National  Campers  « 
Ifission  Rally  to  ke  held  iuJiBIp.  IfK* 
at  Koachako."^*^" " 


Cripple  drug  dealers 

((Continued  from  page  2) 

(its,  is  an  essential  step  in  crinkling 
their  organizations.  (Ibe  illegal  drug 
industry  is  a  $100  billion  a  year  busi¬ 
ness,  ranking  second  in  size  to  Ex- 

XCMl.) 

(Christian  citizens  should  know  that 
there  are  several  bills  introduced  in 
the  Mississippi  Legislature  this  year 
that  will  give  our  state  the  authority 
to  strike  at  the  pbeketbooks  of  or¬ 
ganized  crime.  These  bills  are  lU^al 
Investment,  Senate  Bill  2225,  intro¬ 
duced  by  Sai.  Howard  Dya*;  Illegal 
Investments,  House  Bill  86  intro¬ 
duced  by  Rep.  Pat  Presley;  and  the 
Racketeering  Influences  and  Cor¬ 
rupt  Organizations,  commonly  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  (RKX)),  Senate  Bill  2087, 
iAtroduced  by  Sen.  George  Guerieri. 

(Christian  i^uence  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  our  laws,  and  1‘strongly 
urge  everyone  to  write  their  senators 
and  representatives  in  support  of 
these  bills  and  others  alre^y  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Baptist  Record  dated 
February  9. 

Mrs.  Janice  Busby 
Byhalia,  MS 


Music  minister  needeef^ — 

Editor: 

The  personnel  committee  of  our 
church  is  asking  for  your  help  in  our 
search  for  a  part-time  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  We  are  looking  for 
someone  who  could  be  bi-vocational. 
We  presently  have  money  allotted  for 
salary  plus  heaj(h  insurance. 

Our  last  music  staff  member  was  a 
seminary  trained  leader.  We  are 
(y>en  to  a  married  or  single  person. 
We  have  had  both  male  and  female 
music  staff  in  the  past  as  well  as  two 
female  youth  summer  workers  in  the 
sununer  of  1982. 

Our  church  is  located  23  miles  from 
Las  Vegas.  It  is  a  town  of  10,000 
people.  We  have  no  gambling  inside 
the  city  limits  of  Boulder  Clity.  There 
is  a  large  Mormon  population  as  well 
as  nuiny  unchurched  people. 

We  believe  God  has  someone  for  us 
to  serve  with  us. 

Steve  Neesley,  pastor  * 

First  Baptist  Church 
P.O.  Box  505 
Boulder  City,  Nev.  89005 

The  place  of  women 
‘  \ 
Eklitor, 

Joe  N.  McKeever  of  Columbus  re¬ 
cently  made  reference  to  I  Cor.  11:5 
concerning  women  prophesying  in 
the  churdi.  His  apparent  attempt  to 
make  a  defense  for  women  prea<^rs 
concluded  thusly:  “Since  we 
preachers  agree  that  prophesying  is 
preaddng,  it  looks  suspiciously  Uke 
Paul  was  condoning  women 
preachers.’’ 

MdCeever’s  plea  for  “a  little  more 
study  of  our  Bible(s),’’  is  certainly  in 
order.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  doubtful 
that  all  preachers  agree  that  proph¬ 
esying  consists  of  preaching  only.  In 
fact,  I  CSiron.  25:1,  suggests  that 
there  were  some  who  prophesied 
“with  harps,  with  psalteries,  and 
with  cymbids.” 

TbeUe  is  also  substantial  evidence 
to  indicate  that  the  New  Testament 
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gift  of  prophecy  is  no  longer  opera¬ 
tive  and  is  in  no  way  relevant  to  the 
role  of  preaching  today  (see  I  C^. 
13:7  and  Eph.  2:19-20).  Some  believe 
that  once  the  foundation  of  the  church 
was  laid,  the  apostolic  doctrine  and 
the  prophetic  word  were  given  to  us 
in  the  written  Word  of  (Sod.  There¬ 
fore,  the  contention  is  that  there  is  no 
more  need  for  either  apostles  or 
prophets  as  there  was  diiring  the 
time  of  the  early  church. 

Those  who  would  equate  the  New 
Testament  gift  of  prophecy  with  the 
present  day  role  of  preaching  are  no 
more  justified  in  using  I  Cor.  14:84  as 
a  proofiei[t  for  keeping  women  silent 
in  the  church.  However,  the  most 
pertinent  passage  dealing  with  the 
nde  of  women  in  the  church  is  proba¬ 
bly  I  Tim.  2:12. 

It  is  difficult  to  argue  the  fact  that 
the  New  Testament  specifies  that  the 
husband  is  to  be  the  head  of  the  iKMne . 
Would  God  give  to  woman,  who  is  to 
have  the  role  of  submission  in 'the 
home,  the  place  of  spiritual  authority 
in  the  church? 

Gerald  Harris,  pastor 
Colonial  Heights  Church 
Jackson 


Place  of  women 

Editor: 

The  Bible  is  very  plain  aboufa  wo¬ 
man’s  place.  Gen.  3: 16  says  the  hus¬ 
band  shall  rule  over  the  wife.  When 
Miriam  and  Aaron  challenged  Moses 
(Num.  12),  Miriam  was  punished  for 
attempting  to  usurp  authority.  Why 
not  Aaron?  Jesus  chose  12  men  as 
Apostles  when  many  Godly  women 
were  available.  Some  say  it  was  be¬ 
cause  of  customs,  but  when  did  Jesus 


ever  compromise  because  of  cus¬ 
toms?  He  also  “did  not  come  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  law,’’  but  to  “fulfil  it.’’  Read 
Num.  30.  % 

When  deacons  were  chosen  to  Wait 
tables  in  Acts  6,  not  a  woman  was 
chosen,  even  though  the  problem** 
arose  b^ause  of  women.  The  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  pastors  and  deacons  (I 
Tim.  3)  show  both  to  be  husbands  of 
one  wife,  ruling  his  own  house,  and 
both  are  referred  to  in  masculine 
gender  (man,  he,  his,  etc.).  I  Tim. 
2:8-15  (Bible,  not  “Paul’’)  is  very 
clear  that  a  woman  is  not  to  usurp 
authority  over  the  man.  How  could  a 
woman  be  a  pastor  without  having 
authority? 

Bro.  McKeever  stated  (Jan.  26 
Baptist  Record)  “we  preachers  all 
agree  that  prophesying  is  preaching 
. . All  preachers  do  not  agree  to 
that.  Some  agree  that  profriiesylng  is 
witnessing  and  that  it  is  the  responsi¬ 
bility  (d  EVERY  C^iristian  regard¬ 
less  of  gender.  1 0>r.  11:3  gives  (Sod’s 
order  of  authority ,  then  verse  4  refers 
to '“Every  man  praying  (ht  prophesy¬ 
ing  . . .’’  and  verse  5  “But  every 
woman  that  [n-ayeth  or  prophesieth 
. . .’’  Is  every  man  a  pastor, 
preacher,  or  deacon?  No!  This  pas¬ 
sage  has  nothing  to  do  with  church 
leadership  but  with  personal 
spiritual  activities. 

A  lot  of  argument  is  heard  in  favor 
of  women  preachers  ,.but  no  scripture 
except  some  clearly  taken  out  of  con¬ 
text.  There  are  things  like  this  that 
my  mind  wants  to  find  “logical’’ 
answers  to,  but  I  yield  to  God’s  Word. 
He  did  not  a^  us  to  be  “logicar  but 
obedient.  (Prov.  3:5.  Isa.  40:12-14, 
55:8-9). 

Doyle  B.  Ckioper 

Tupelo 
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MKs  smell  ishells, 
feel  gunpowder  dust 
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By  BUI  Webb 


NICOSIA,  Cyprus  (BP)— Paul  and 
Julie  Sacco  and  fellow  missionary 
kid  Ashleigh  Dunn  have  smelled  the 
acrid  odor  of  exploding  shells  and  felt 
the  dust  from  an  exploding  building 
powder  their  faces. 

They  are  t^n-age  veterans  of  the 
madness  of  Beirut. 

As  students  at  the  American  Com¬ 
munity  School  in  west  Beirut,  they 
experienced  the  current  history  that 
students  in  other  countries  only 
study.  U.S.  Marines,  who  guard 
American  Embassy  temporary  of¬ 
fices  at  the  nearby  British  Embassy, 
inspect^-iheir  schools  and  bags 
every  morning.  Their  school  is  adja¬ 
cent  to  the  prominent  American  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Beirut. 

The  two  Sacco  children,  both  15, 
and  Ashleigh,  13,  rode  to  school  to¬ 
gether  on  Monday,  Feb.  6,  and  it 
started  like  a  normal  day.  The  Sac¬ 
cos,  the  children  of  Mack  and  Linda 
Sacco,  from  Gilroy,  Calif.,  and  McA- 
lester,  Okla.,  live  in  west  Beirut. 
Ashleigh,  the  daughter  of  Pete  and 
Pat  Dunn,  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  lives  in 
Monsouriyeh  on  the  east  side  but  had 
stayed  over  with  the  SaccoS  the  night 
before. 

By  1:30  p.m.,  reports  reached  the 
school  that  Marines  in  the  area  were 
under  sniper  fire.  Students  who  lived 
at  the  university  were  sent  home.  The 
three  MKs  and  a  handful  of  others 
were  to  stay  at  the  school*  with  a 
teacher,  David  Swenson,  and  his 
wife,  Joyce,  both  Baptists. 

When  fighting  heated  up  later  and  a 
shoot-on-sight  curfew  was  imposed 
•  on  the  city,  the  three  had  no  choice 
but  to  spend  the  night  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  school’s  administration 
and  apartment  building.  At  first  they 
watched  television  and  played  card 
games. 

As  the  shelling  got  nearer,  they 
moved  into  a  concrete  hallway  for 
safer  shelter.  The  impact  of  falling 
shells-^most  evidently  meant  for  the 
Marines— knocked  loose  ceiling  tiles, 
shattered  windows  and  rattled  light 
fixtures  all  around  them. 

The  closest  direct  hit  was  the  one 
that  destroyed  an  apartment  down 
the  hall  and  sent  a  billow  of  dust  to¬ 
ward  them.  The  next  morning  they 
ventured  outside  to  find  that  the  lib¬ 
rary,  school  basement,  a  fifth-floor 
apartment,  and  the  school  courtyard 
also  had  taken  hits. 

Ashleigh ,  one  of  five  MKs  who  have 
evacuated  Beirut,  admitted  she  was 
scared  “once  or  twice”  during  the 
night.  She  and  her  mother  will  live  in 
a  quiet  apartment  in  Nicosia,  Cyp¬ 
rus.  until  the  current  school  semester 
concludes. 

Julie,  the  Saccos’  Korean-born 
adopted  daughter,  said  the  hits  were 
scary  but  she  had  felt  more 
frightened  last  August  when  shells 
were  bearing  down  on  the  Sacco 
home  like  giant  footsteps.  Back  then, 
she  said,  she  thought  she  might  die. 

Mack  Sacco  picked  up  the  children 
the  next  morning.  As  they  returned  to 
the  Sacco  home,  they  passed  armed 
militiamen  who  had  poured  into  the 
city.  Ashleigh  said  they  saw 
youngsters  who  appeared  to  be  about 
12  carrying  mortar  guns  bigger  than 


they  were. 

Both  she  and  Julie  were  in  shock, 
Ashleigh  said,  and  didn’t  venture  out 
of  the  house  until  time  to  evacuate 
three  days  later.  With  the  “green 
line”  separating  the  city,  closed, 
Ashleigh  couldn’t  get  back  16  her  pa¬ 
rents. 

The  lack  of  continuity  fcM*  school- 
children  in  Beirut  these  days  is  a  con¬ 
cern  for  Lebanese  and  foreigners 
alike.  This  and  the  danger  factor 
heavily  weighted  the  decision  by  the 
Saccos  and  the  Dunns  to  evacuate. 

Ashleigh  frequently  couldn’t  get 
home  to  Monsouriyeh  and  stayed 
over  with  Julie. 

When  she  did  make  the  trip  of  a  few 
miles,  there  were  other  worries.  “I 
was  coming  home  one  day  with  a 
driver  and  we  heard  (a  shell)  go  off  in 
the  distance,”  she  recalled.  “I  turned 
around  and  the  building  next  to  us 
was  hit.” 

“When  we’re  all  home  together, 
we’re  pretty  much  at  ease  even 
though  there  are  shells  falling 
around,”  Mrs.  Dunn  said.  “But  when 
someone  is  out  on  the  road  some¬ 
where  or  hasn’t  come  hqme  from 
school,  that’s  when  you  get  anxious. 
“We  were  hoping  to  make  it  through 
this  school  year  but  it  looked  like 
Beirut  was  just  impossible,”  Mrs. 
Dunn  said.  She  enrolled  Ashleigh  in 
the  (Cyprus  branch  of  the  American 
School  in  Switzerland  two  days  after 
they  arrived  in  Nicosia.  Pete  EHmn 
will  continue  his  broadcasting  work 
in  Lebanon. 

The  Saccos  spent  the  night  in  Lar- 
naca,  Cyprus,  following  their  evacu¬ 
ation  but  left  early  Feb.  12  for  McA- 
lester,  Okla.,  to  get  their  children  in 
school  there  for  the  remainder  of  the 
semester. 

Being  a  parent  in  a  place  like 
Lebanon  can  be  a  challenge. 

Both  families  start  the  day  by  try¬ 
ing  light  switches  to  see  if  there  is 
electricity— some  days  it  may  be  on 
only  four  hours,  other  days  not  at  all. 
Radios  are  turned  on  to  get  up-to-date 
reports  of  shelling  and  fighting.  Then 
they  plan  their  route  to  school. 

“One  of  the  main  jobs  I  do  is  try  to 
keep  it  as  normal  as  it  would  be  in  the 
States,”  said  Mrs.  Sacco.  Four- 
year-old  Aaron,  who  never  has  cared 
much  for  Beirut’s  “bodming,”  sat  on 
her  lap  in  the  Lamaca  airport  as  she 
talked.  Standing  next  to  her,  Annika, 
6,  adjusted  her  U.S.S.  Manitowoc 
flight  cap,  a  souvenir  from  the 
evacuation.  Annika  can  ignore  even 
the  worst  shelling,  according  to  her 
sister,  Julie. 

The  Saccos  departed  their  west 
Beirut  home  with  just  six  pieces  of 
luggage. 

“This  is  the  third  time  we’ve  had  to 
leave  knowing  We  may  never  see 
anything  again,”  Mrs.  Sacco  said. 
“You  have  to  learn  to  detach  yourself 
from  material  things  in  the  house.” 

Mack  Sacco  left  behind  some 
“friends”  that  he  hopes  to  see 
again— his  sheet  music,  books,  the 
family  piano  and,  of  course,  his 
banjo. 

(BUI  Webb  writes  for  the  Foreign 
MUdon  Board.) 


Missionary  Linda  Sacco,  from  McAlester,  Okla.,  helps 
her  4-year-old  son,  Aaron,  with  his  jacket  while  6-year-old 
Annika  lends  a  hand  at  the  Larnaca  airport  on  Cyprus.  A 
night  of  sleep  under  their  belts  after  evacuating  Beirut 
aboard  the  U.S.S.  Manitowoc,  the  Saccos  prepared  to 


catch  a  flight  back  to  Oklahoma.  Aaron,  who  doesn't  care 
much  for  the  “booming”  he  often  hears  in  Beirut,  said  he 
was  anxious  to  see  his  oldest  brother^  David,  back  in 
Oklahoma.  Webb  went  to  Cyprus  for  a  firsthand  account. 
(BP)  PHOTO  By  Bill  Webb. 


Reagan  gives  push 
to  prayer  proposal 


By  Stan  Hastey 


WASHINGTON  (BP)— As  the  U.S. 
Senate  neared  a  long-awaited  debate 
on  his  proposed  constitutional 
amendment  to  restore  oral  prayer  to 
public  school  classrooms.  President 
Reagan  called  on  lawmakers  “to 
reaffirm  that  voluntary  school 
prayer  is  ...  a  basic  ri^t  of  our 
people.” 

At  the  outset  of  a  televised  news 
conference  Feb.  22,  Reagan  iden¬ 
tified  school  prayer  as  one  of  three 
issues  “at  the  top  of  the  domestic 
agenda”  for  the  inunediate  future. 
The  others  were  crime  and  budget 
deficits. 

Noting  the  Senate  is  about  to  con¬ 
sider  school  prayer  proposals,  the 
president  reminded  lawmakers  “a 
huge  majority  of' Americans  favor 
restoring  this  long-cherished  tradi¬ 
tion  of  religious  freedom.”  He  con¬ 
tinued:  “I  urge  the  Senate  to  reaf¬ 
firm  that  voluntary  school  prayer  is, 
indeed,  a  basic  right  of  our  people, 
and  I  h(^  the  House  will  follow  suit .  ” 

Besides  the  president’s  measure, 
whose  primary  Senate  sponsor  is 
Sen.  Strom  Thurmond,  R-S.C.,  a 
separate  proposed  amendment  by 
Sen.  Orrin  G.  Hatch,  R-Utah,  is  also 
pending  on  the  Stenate  calendar.  Sen. 
Howard  H.  Baker  Jr.,  R-Tenn.,  long 
an  advocate  of  school  prayer  ,  repor¬ 
tedly  is  ready  to  push  his  own 
amendment. 

The  Reagan/Thurmond  proposal 
reads;  “Nothing  in  this  Constitution 
shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  indi¬ 
vidual  or  group  prayer  in  public 
schools  or  other  public  institutions. 
No  person  shall  required  by  the 
United  States  or  by  any  state  to  par- 
ticiapte  in  prayer.  Nor  shall  the  Un¬ 
ited  States  or  any  state  compost  the 
words  of  any  prayer  to  be  said  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools.” 

Hatch’s  proposal,  introduced  by 


the  Utah  senator  last  year  because  he 
said  the  Senate  would  not  pass  the 
Reagan  amendment,  calls  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  silent  prayer  and  for  equal 
access  to  classroom  spdce  for  stu¬ 
dents  who  on  their  own  initiative  wish 
to  gather  for  religious  purposes. 
Reagan  has  said  repeatedly  he 
poses  the  Hatch  measure  as  unneces¬ 
sary. 

Baker’s  proposal  goes  beyond  the 
president’s  amendment  in  that  it  con¬ 
tains  no  restraining  language  to  keep 
Congress  or  state  legislatures  from 
deciding  the  content  of  prayers  to  be 
recited  in  public  schools. 

According  to  many  observers  on 
both  sides  of  the  school  prayer  de¬ 
bate,  the  final  outcome  on  any  of 
these  proposals  remains  in  doubt. 
.  Because  each  comes  to  the  Senate  in 
the  form  of  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment,  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all 
senators-^?— is  required  for  pas¬ 
sage.  \ 

Once  a  constitutional  amendment 
is  approved  by  two-thirds  of  all 
senators  and  representatives,  it  then 
goes  to  the  state  legislatures,  where 
three-fourths— 38— must  ratify. 

(Stan  Hastey  writes  for  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee.) 

Will  serve  soup 

DECATUR,  Ga.  (BP)— Andy  Lov¬ 
ing,'  a  co-founder  of  SEEDS 
magazine  and  hunger  educational 
ministry  of  Oakhurst  Baptist  Church 
in  Decatur,  Ga.,  has  resigned  as  ad¬ 
ministrative  director  of  SEEDS  to 
become  a  street  minister  at  St. 
Luke’s  Episcopal  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Loving,  37,  will  run  the  city’s 
largest  soup  kitchen  which  feeds  400 
a  day  five  days  a  week.  He  will  also 
develop  other  ministries  to  Atlanta’s 
poor  and  homeless. 
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MBREA  hears  Baptist 
Megatrends  response 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


The  1964  Mississippi  Baptist  Re 
ligious  Eklucation  Association’s  an¬ 
nual  meeting  Feb.  16-17  in  Biloxi  at¬ 
tracted  139  registrants,  the  highest  in 
recent  years. 

Newly  elected  officers,  all  diurch 
ministers  of  education,  are  Harold 
Fleming,  First  Church,  McComb, 
president;  Bill  Davidson,  Colonial 
Heights  Qiurch,  Jackson,  president 
elect;  Dan  Hall,  First  Church,  Madi¬ 
son,  vice  president;,  and  Bill 
Hallmark,  Pinelake  Church,  Bran¬ 
don,  secretary-treasurer. 

Closing  speaker-lof^he  program, 
which  took  plac«  at  Howard 
Johnson’s  Motor/ Inn,  and  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  wps 
Lloyd  Elder,  new  president  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  in 
Nashville. 

Elder  gave  the  group  of  educators 
a  review  of  the  book  Megatrends 
written  by  John  Naisbitt  and  offered 
a  Southern  Baptist  response  to  each^ 
of  ten  of  the  trends  outlined  in  the 
bestseller. 

Some  of  the  trends  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  can  relate  to  externally;  some 
internally.  Elder  said.  One  trend  is  a 
move  of  people  to  the  South  and  West. 
“Because  this  is  our  Baptist  strong¬ 
hold,  we  must,  in  the  older  state  con¬ 
ventions,  gear  up  for  witness,  out¬ 
reach,  evangelism,  discipling,  and 
fun  work  force  utilization,’’  said  El¬ 
der. 

A  trend  Baptists  can  relate  to  in¬ 
ternally  is  one  from  institutional  help 
to  self-help.  Elder  said  to  tolerate 
those  who  disagree,  and  to  take  care 
in  staking  out  one’s  position  as  the 
ultimate  and  only  truth.  However,  he 
said  that  Christianity  is  “not  simply  a 
body  of  doctrine,  not  merely  a  system 
of  values,  not  even  a  collection  of  is¬ 
sues  that  the  human  race  must  face.’’ 
Instead,  he  said.  “Christianity  is  in 


its  essence  the  Lord  Christ.’’ 

In  the  opening  session  of  the  prog¬ 
ram,  Bill  Hinson,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  New  Orleans,  employed  as  a 
motivational  speaker  with  Success 
Motivation  Institute  in  Texas,  gave  a 
short  copyrighted  speech  titled 
“Paint  Your  Rainbow.’’ 

Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill 
Church,  Mobile,  and  order  of  busi¬ 
ness  committee  chairman  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  mat¬ 
ing  this  year  in  Kansas  City,  was  the 
spiritual  growth  speaker  for  the 
educators.  Talking  about  spiritual 
growth  from  one’s  heart,  Wolfe  asked 
what  kind  of  obedience  God  wants. 
“One  hundred  percent,’’  he  said. 
However,  only  one  pers<Mi— Jesus 
Christ— has  given  that  percentage 
back  to  God.  But  Wolfe  said-Christ- 
ians  are  not  exempt  from  the  re¬ 
quirement.  “Just  because  we  don’t 
match  God’s  standard  doesn’t  mean 
God  lowers  it,’’  said  Wolfe. 

Wolfe  said  obedience  does  not 
begin  with  an  act,  it  begins  with  the 
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will.  “When  a  person  chooses  to  obey 
God,”  said  Wolfe,  “God  will  enable 
him  to  obey.” 

Mark  Short,  professor  at  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary,  spcdce  on  delegating 
responsibility.  He  said  that  the  secret 
to  time  management  is  to  learn  to  be 
decisive  and  in  any  task  either  “do  it, 
ditch  it,  or  delegate  it.” 

John  Chandler,  supervisor  of  the 
church  staff  services  section  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board,  spoke  on  build¬ 
ing  self  esteem.  Strategies,  he  said, 
for  building  self  esteem  include  set¬ 
ting  priorities  in  life  and  ministry,  es¬ 
tablishing  new  growth  goals,  con¬ 
sciously  improving  work  habits,  and 
maximizing  complaints  and  feed¬ 
back. 

Bruce  Fields,  minister  of  youth  and 
activities  for  First  Church,  Biloxi, 
was  music  leader  for  the  conference. 
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Officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Education  Association  are  from 
left  Bill  Hallmark,  secretary-treasurer;  Harold  Fleming,  president;  and  Bill  David¬ 
son.  president-elect.  Dan  Hall,  vice  president,  was  not  present  for  the  photo. 
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p  Strongest  case 
||  for  cooperation 


Beverly  V.  Unnin,  pastor,  First  Church,  Meridian,  received  this  letter 
from  the  wife  of  a  naval  aviator. 

By  Sandra  Enbanks 


Lloyd  Elder,  new  president  of  the  Sunday  School  Board,  greets  MBREA  mem¬ 
bers  following  his  talk  at  the  association's  meeting  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  (Jerry 
Smith  photo). 


I’m  sure  you  heard  and  saw  on 
television  the  devastation  that  occur¬ 
red  in  (>>alinga,  California,  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  recent  earthquake. 

But  what  the  television  didn’t  tell 
you  is  that  within  eight  hours  of  the 
quake  eight  Southern  Baptist  social 
service  missionaries  in  California 
were  in  Coalinga  to  help.  It  takes 
48-72  hours  for  the  Red  Cross  to 
mobilize  and  get  counselors  and  case 
workers  to  the  disaster  site. 

Fresno,  California,  where  our  state 
Southern  Baptist  offices  are  located, 
is  70  miles  from  Coalinga.  Edd 
Brown,  the  California  director  of 
Men’s  Ministries,  was  in  Coalinga 
four  hours  after  the  quake  to  volun¬ 
teer  his  help  as  well  as  anyone  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Fresno. 

For  the  first  48  hours  after  the  ear¬ 
thquake  all  counselors  and  case 
workers  were  Southern  Baptist 
Christians !  Many  doors  were  opened 
to  them  for  witnessing. ' 

The  sanctuary  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Coalinga  received  very  lit- 
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8  Intensive  care 

Dedicated  to  strengthening  families 
Directed  by  a  team  of  family  life 
specialists  -  • 

What  attracts  men? 


I  am  a  single  woman.  Why  do  men 
pay  attention  to  women?  Do  they 
have  to  have  a  slender  body,  blond 
hair  and  weigh  a  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds?  If  a  woman  isn’t  beautiful, 
why  won’t  a  man  pay  attentionMs 
sex  all  some  men  want  out  of  women  ? 
Is  that  a  sin  and  wrong?  I  am  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  I  am  looking  for  a  man  that  is  a 
Christian  that  doesn’t  drink  or  smoke 
or  gamble.  If  I  can’t  find  a  man  who  is 
a  Christian  that  likes  to  pray  and 
read  the  Bible,  I  think  I  will  lead  a 
single  life  and  never  get  married.  I 
would  like  to  have  some  answers. 
Sincerely,  C. 

Dear  C.:  Men  are  attracted  to 
women  by  their  appearance  but  not 
all  have  the  same  preferences. 
Brides  come  in  all  shapes  and  sizes. 

Both  men  and  women,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  use  others  for  mere  sexual 
pleasure  as  a  “thing,”  to  be  dis¬ 
carded  when  through  with  them.  Yes, 
the  Bible  calls  this  sin.  But  fortu¬ 
nately,  our  communities  are  filled 


with  moral  men  and  women  who  will 
not  take  such  advantage. 

Beyond  physical  appearance,  both 
men  and  women  look  for  friendliness, 
interest  in  other  people,  ability  to  ex¬ 
press  how  you  feel  and  think,  concern 
about  what  is  going  on  in  the  world, 
and  a  sense  of  humor.  These  qualities 
really  have  little  to  do  with  physical 
appearance. 

Do  not  lower  your  ideals  about  the 
kind  of  person  you  would  consider 
marrying.  Men  like  that  are  still 
around. 

Inquiries  to  Intensive  Care  are 
welcomed.  Readers  who  feel  the  need 
of  being  in  iouch  with  Intensive  Care 
are  encouraged  to  write.  Identities 
rem&ln  confidential.  And  thon^  the 
identities  of  those  performing  this 
ministry  have  been  kept  confldeatial 
to  this  point,  they  are  well  qualified 
for  the  service  they  are  rendering. 
Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  In¬ 
tensive  Care,  Baptist  Record,  Box 
5M,  Jackson,  MS  8in6.-EdMor. 


A  revival  at  First  Church,  Jackson, 
March  18-21,  will  be  featured  on  the 
new  Southern  Baptist  television  net¬ 
work  Ai^rS  in  1985. 

The  revival  will  be  taped  for  show¬ 
ing  on  the  American  Christian  Tele¬ 
vision  System,  operated  by  the  Radio 
and  Television  (Commission  as  a  part 
of  its  evangelistic  series,  “Invitation 
to  Life.” 

“Invitation  to  Life”  will  be  a  series 
of  revival  programs  taped  in  various 
areas  of  the  country  with  vignettes 
interspersed  throughout  featuring 
Christian  test^-^rnies  by  church 


Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

Mar.  4-11  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions  (WMU  Emphasis) 

Mar.  5  Baptist  Doctrine  Preview  ^minar;  FBC,  Hattiesburg;  9:30 

a.m.-Noon  ((JT) 

Mar.  6  Baptist  Dortrine  Preview  Seminar;  FBC,  Grenada;  9:30 

a.m.-Noon  (CT) 

Mar.  8-9  Mississippi  Baptist  CSiurch  Music  (Conference;  Mississippi 
College,  Ointon;  6:30  p.m.,  8th-Noon,  9th  <CM) 

Mar.  9-10  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  Retreat;  Mississippi  (Col¬ 
lege,  (Cliuton;  2  p.m.,  9th-Noon,  10th  (CM) 

Mar.  9-10  Dedicated  Youth  Conference;  Colonial  Heights  BC,  Jackson ; 

7  p.m.,  9th-3  p.m.,  10th  (CAPM) 


ACTS  to  show  Jackson  revival 


tie  damage.  However,  their  educa¬ 
tional  building  was  demolished. 

Of  the  twenty  active  families  (t^y 
average,  about  50  in  Sunday  Sch<ffl) 
in  the  church  around  15  of  them  have 
had  to  leave  their  homes.  Many  are 
still  living  in  tents  or  temporary 
trailers.  Please  pray  for  these 
people. 

Through  the  (Cooperative  Program 
we’ve  all  had  a  hand  in  some  of  the 
disaster  relief  work  in  (Coalinga,  and 
I  thought  you  might  like  to  hear  about 
it  from  someone  out  here  in  this  great 
mission  field— California. 
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members. 

Preacher  and  music  leader  for  the 
Jackson  revival  and  for  the  “Invita¬ 
tion  to  Life”  series  are  John 
Bisagno  and  Larry  Black.  Bisagno  is 
pastor  of  First  (Church,  Houston,  Tex. 
Black  is  minister  of  music  at  the  host 
church. 

Andrew  (Culverwell  of  Atlanta  and 
a  native  of  England,  will  be  the  guest 
musician  and  organist  will  be  Rick 
Land  who  is  organist  for  First 
(Church.  Dallas. 

Services  wiU  be  at  7  each  night. 
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Gregory  will  speak  in 
three  state  counties 


Mrs.  A.  Harrison  Gregory,  former 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  and 
former  firat  vice- 
president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  will 
be  guest  speaker 
at  a  series  of  meet¬ 
ings  in  Jones, 
1;/  Marion,  and  Cov¬ 
ington  counties 
beginning  March 

A 


Gregory  During  the 
morning  worsh4>  service  at  First 
Church,  Laurel,  Mrs.  Greg(M7  will  be 
the  speaker.  Mrs.  Vincent  Scoper  is 
WMU  director  there,  and  Larry  Ken¬ 
nedy  is  pastor.  On  Sunday  evening 
Mrs.  Gregory  will  speak  dining  the 
services  ^  First  Churdi,  Columbia, 
where  J.  Roy  McComb  is  pastor  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Kemp  is  WMU  director. 

On  Monday  Mrs.  Gr^ory  will  be 
interviewed  on  a  television  produc¬ 
tion  of  First  Church,  Hattiesburg,*' 
and  later,  at  3  p.m.,  be  the  guest 
speaker  at  a  Covington  Association 
meeting  at  Collins  Church,  Collins. 
Mrs.  Charles  Tyler  is  WMU  director 


there,  and  Joseph  W.  Ratcliff  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

She  will  be  at  West  Laurel  Church, 
Laurel,  at  7  p.m.  Mimday  as  a  guest 
of  the  associational  WMU  and 
Brothoiiood.  Mrs.  E.  W.  Williams  is 
WMU  director,  and  R.  G.  Robinson  is 
Brotherhood  director. 

At  10  a.m.  on  Mardi  6,  she  will 
speak  to  the  Baptist  Women  of  First 
Qiurch,  Laurel,  at  a  luncheon  honor¬ 
ing  her.  Mrs.  W.  C.  Ruth  is  president 
of  First  Church  Baptist  Women. 

Mrs.  Gregory  at  this  time  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Virginia'Baptist  G^ral 
Association.  She  is  also  active  in 
other  Baptist  interdenominational . 
work. 

These  meetings  are  designed  to 
create  an  awareness  of  the  home 
missions  needs  on  the  eve  of  the 
Annie  Armstrong  offering,  Mrs. 
Scoper  told  the  Baptist  Rec^. 

“You  can’t  predict  the  Holy  Spirit, 
but  when  you  sense  the  current  flow- 
i^,  try  to  set  your  sail  for  the  direc¬ 
tion  the  Spirit  flows  and  get  in  on 
it.’’— Carl  Bates. 

A  tongue  recites,  but  conduct 
shows.— Bricounet 


GOOD  HOPE  CHURCH.  LEAKE  COUNTY,  on  Sunday.  Feb.  5.  held  a  note 
burning  ceremony.  This  service  signified  that  the  church  no  longer  owed  any 
money  on  its  new  addition. 

Those  participating  in  the  program  were,  left  to  right.  Carl  Fulton.  Hugh 
McDonald,  deacons;  Joy  McDonald,  trustee;  Odel  Tebo,  pastor;  Barney 
Jeffcoats.  Cooper  Lay.  James  O'Bannon,  Bobby  Chennault.  and  Joy  E. 
McDonald,  deacons.  Mrs.  Paula  O'Bannon  served  as  secretary  of  the  building 
Tund  during  the  time  of  the  building  and  paying  for  the  addition. 

W.  H.  Merritt,  minister,  dies 


W.  H.  Merritt,  74,  of  Laurel,  died 
Feb.  21  at  Jones  County  Community 
Hospital,  Laurel.  The  funeral  was 
held  at  2  p.m.  on  Feb.  23  at  First 
Church,  Taylorsville.  Burial  was  in 
Hickory  Grove  Cemetery.  H.  A.  Mer¬ 
ritt,  his  brother,  and  E^e  Bryant, 
officiated. 

Merritt  had  served  pastorates  of, 
Bap^  churches  throughout  Missis- ' 
sippi,  including  Hebron  (Yazoo); 
Sandersville  (Jones);  Pine  Grove 
(Jasper);  First,  Taylorsville;  First, 
Raleigb;  ClearCreek  (Smith);  White 
Sand  and  BassfieM  ( Jeff  Davis) ;  and 
(Calhoun  QMirch  (Covington). 

He  was  a  past  member  of  the  Mia- 
sissippf  Baptist  (}onventk>o  Board 


and  had  served  on  nuiny  convention 
committees  at  state  and  association 
levels.  He  conducted  radio  ministries 
in  Jeff  Davis  and  (Covington  counties 
and  led  services  in  more  than  ISO  re¬ 
vivals  during  hid  37  years  minis¬ 
try- 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Katie  Merle  Merritt,  Laurel;  two 
sons,  Ray  Merritt  of  Cleveland  and 
James  Thomas  Merritt  of  Fort  Scott, 
Kan.;  two  brothers,  H.  A.  Merritt  of 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  D.  P.  Merritt 
of  Asheville,  N.C.;  three  sisters,  Val¬ 
entine  Meyer  of  Birmingham,  Ala., 
Mary  Katherine  Cucde  of  Qr 
leans,  La.,  and  Frances  Muriel  dm 
of  IlMNnaston,  Ga.;  eight  grandchil¬ 
dren;  and  six  great-gniod^ldren. 


THINK  MISSIONS- Mississippi  WMU  consultant  MARILYN  HOPKINS  (center) 
contributed  to  a  recent  "think  tank”  on  language  missions.  Pictured  with  her  are 
Carolyn  Weatherford.  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC  executive  director  (left), 
and  Oscar  Romo,  Home  Mission  Board  Language  Missions  Division  director. 
(WMU  photo  by  Carol  Sisson)  ^ 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  - 
Prances  Carter  and  Deena  Newman 
have  joined  the  staff  of  woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union— SBC  as  editor  and 
publications  coordination  specialist, 
respectively. 

Charter  broame  editor  of  Acteens/ 
Girls  In  Action  products  fulltime  last 
month.  She  had  held  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  on  a  part-time  basis  since  last 
October. 

Newman  was  named  to  the  new 
position  of  publication  coordination 
specialist  to  assist  the  publications 
section  director. 

(barter  came  to  WMU  from  Sam- 
ford  University  in  Birmingham 
where  she  had  taught  early  child¬ 
hood/elementary  education  and 
home  economics  since  1956.  The  Mis¬ 
sissippi  native  earned  her  bachelor’s 
degree  from  the  University  of  South¬ 
ern  Mississippi,  her  master’s  from 
the  University  of  Tennessee  and  her 
doctorate  from  the  University  of  Il¬ 
linois. 

9ie  has  written  three  books  written 
curriculum  units  for  several  WMU 
publications.  Her  husband  is  dean  of 
the  school  of  education  of  Samford. 

Ist,  Yazoo  City 
plans  Bible 
conference 

First  (Church,  Yazoo  CSty,  will  hold 
a  spring  Bible  conference  March 
11-14.  Guest  speakers  will  be  Robert 
E.  Naylor,  president  emeritus, 
Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
Tez.,  and  Peter  McLeod,  pastor. 
First  Church,  Hattiesburg. 

Sunday  services  will  tegin  at  11 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.  Mon.-Wed.  sessions, 
March  12-14,  will  be  held  from  7  until 
8:45  p.m. 

James  F.  Yates  is  pastor. 

Prayer  seminar 
at  Southside 

A  Prayer  Roiewal  Seminar  will  be 
held  at  Southside  Church,  Jackson, 
Mard)  4-7.  A1  Childress  of  Florida 
win  conduct  the  seminar .  Childress  is 
a  native  of  Nortii  Carolina  and  has 
served  churches  in  Georgia,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  North  Carolina. 

'The  hours  for  the  seminar  are  Sun¬ 
day,  March  4, 9:45  a.m.-ll  a.m.  and 
5:45  pjn.-7  p.m.;  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wedne^y,  10:90  a.m.-nooo  a^ 
7-0  pjn.  Donald  Bozeman  is  paMor. 


Rick  AzteD,  minister  of  youth  and 
activities  at  Parkway  Church, 
Natchez,  was  honored  Feb.  16  at  a 
Jaycees  banquet  in  Natchez,  when 
the  Jaycees  named  him  “Outstand¬ 
ing  Young  Religious  Leader  of  the 
Year.” 

NEW  ORLEANS-Carolya  Weath¬ 
erford,  executive  director  of  the 
Wonum’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC,  led 
nearly  80  women  in  a  study  of  the 
work  of  women  in  Southern  Baptist 
life  at  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  recent 


PASTOR  APPRECIATION  DAY  was 
bserved  at  the  close  of  a  note  burning 
ceremony  at  Good  Hope  Church, 
Leake  County,  on  Feb.  5.  Each  Sunday 
School  class  expressed  to  PASTOR 
AND  MRS.  ODELL  TEBO  their  love  and 
appreciation  of  them  as  leaders  in  the 
community,  and  presented  them  gifts 
and  plaques.  LunCh  and  fellowship  fol¬ 
lowed  In  Fellowship  Hail. 


Overt  Ogicsbec,  a  former  pastor  of 
Trinity  CJInirch,  Biloxi,  retir^  Jan.  1 
and  has  moved  to  Bilozi.  On  Dec.  11, 
1963,  Oakcrest  CSiurch,  Pensacola. 
Fla.,  where  he  had  been  serving,  ob¬ 
served  Pastor  Appreciation  Day  and 
named  him  pastor  emeritus.  The 
church  gave  him  gif  ts  <d  money  and  a 
Lazy  Boy  chair,  in  appreciation  of  the 
15  years  hAJiad  been  pastor  there. 
Oglesbee  and  his  wife,  Pearl,  now 
live  at  306  Pine  Grove  Ave.,  Biloxi, 
Miss.  39531. 


25th  ANNIVERSARY 

University  Baptist  Church 

3200  Arlington  Loop  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

April  1  -  May  6, 1984 

Former  members  are  invited  to  share 
in  the  Anniversary  Ceiebration. 

All  former  pastors  will  preach.  Historical  reminiscence. 

Mendelssohn’s  ELIJAH  Sunday  night,  April  8. 
Birthday  Dinner,  Thursday,  May  3.  Cost  $15. 

Other  activities  planned. 

Write  for  calendar  of  events. 


INSPIRATIONAL  TOURS  — 1984 

OBERAMMERGAU  —  3  GREAT  PROGRAM^ 

ALL  PERSONALLY  ESCORTED 

ao.  1:  HOLY  LMIO  Aao  ATHBIS.  10 
days.  Gffik  Isits  cniiM.  Optional  n* 
tmslon  to  Romt.  Flortnct,  Vmtoe. 

SwIUtrlind,  Gtrmtny  and 
OKRAMliCIMAU.  Oaparts  May  9. 

NO.  2:  MmSN  ISUS  OOYSSCY,  13 
days.  Eraland,  Scotland  and  Walts. 

Otptrts  May  28. 

NO.  3c  HOLY  uun,  JOnOAN  AMO  !!p*!**“***»  *1 

lOYPT,  10  Wyi  plus  opflonil eilMi-  -  - 

iloo  to  SwHnrtw^  Mstna,  6or-  !?•  h  KAOnWA  HAWAN,  8  days 

many  and  OKRAMKIIOAII.  Da-  ^l***!"  BraaUast  Bibla 

parti  Juna  18.  rtody.  Opdonal  stop-ovar  In  L  A.  2 

dw*.  OapMta  SapI  21. 

NOJ:  HOUOAYB^M  TW  holy 
^  wwlardain,  Lon-  UMIO,  12  days.  Our  IWh  annual 

Parla,  Switzarlai^  Austria,  Chrtoiantoyr  Ataoook 

■.^***".  -fyiiii 

O  RaiM  land  fiat  color  bnMlwrt  Owiei  ai  Mmw.  n.  o.  Bet  20171  mm 

anddauWontoHrna -  tJSSwZI 

□  I  am  Mirsalsd  In  saivlno  at  pastor  toar  hoal  —  No. _ 
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Three  months  on  the  North  Sea 


BAP119T  REOORfyPAQCt 
Thanday,  March  1,  ISM 
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Masons  minister  in  Norway 


By  Anne  Washbom  McWilliams 

Gertrude  and  Estus  Mason  re¬ 
turned  to  Mississippi  in  early  Feb¬ 
ruary,  after  his  three-month  interim 
pastorate  at  North  Sea  Baptist 
(^u^,  Stavanger,  Norway.  They 
live  in  Crystal  Springs,  where  he  re¬ 
tired  in  1978  from  the  pastorate  of 
First  Church. 

At  Stavanger  from  Nov.  S  until 
Feb.  5,  they  served  while  the  regular 
pastor  and  wife,  David  and  Martha 
Hause,  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  were  on  furlough  in  the 
U.S. 

It  is  the  European  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion’s  (English-language)  church 
closest  to  the  North  Pole  and  the  only 
Southern  Baptist  church  in  Norway. 
(The  Baptist  World  Alliance  reports 
6,300  N<Mwegian  Baptists.)  Its  con¬ 
gregation  is  compo^  prunarily  of 


Beirut  Marines 
send  thanks 
to  Tylertown 

Letters  of  thanks  have  arrived  in 
Tylertown,  Miss.,  from  Marines  in 
Beirut,  Lebanon,  for  their  gifts  of 
cookies  in  coffee  cans. 

Bartis  Harper,  pastor  at  Tylertown 
Church,  said  that  Congressman 
Wayne  Dowdy  provided  a  list  of  the  22 
Marines  in  Beirut  who  have  Missis¬ 
sippi  connections. 

Ihe  cookie  project  was  sponsored 
by  a  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  af¬ 
ternoon  prayer  group.  Mrs.  0.  D. 
Martin  is  the  church’s  WMU  direc¬ 
tor. 

Both  men  and  women  who  wanted 
to  help  met  in  the  fellowship  haU^for 
preparing  and  mailing  cookies  in  cof- 
,fee  cans  to  the  22  Mississippi 
Marines.  They  wrote  letters  to  the 
Marines,  placed  letters  in  all  the 
cans,  and  sent  them  to  Beirut  around 
the  first  of  this  year. 

In  response,  three  thank  you  letters 
have  been  received.  One  of  them  fol¬ 
lows. 

Feb.  14, 1964 
Dear  Brother  Harper, 

On  behalf  of  myself  and  my  fellow 
Marine  brothers  I’m  writing  this  let¬ 
ter  to  thank  you  and  the  members  of 
your  church  for  the  support  you’ve 
sent  and  for  the  prayers  we  know 
you’ve  prayed  for  us. 

The  encouragement  and  love  that 
our  country  has  sent  to  us  is  not  al¬ 
ways  acknowledged  because  <A  con¬ 
ditions  we  hope  everyone  under¬ 
stands,  but  with  each  ‘Dear  Marine’ 
letter  and  package  we  are  all  person¬ 
ally  touched  by  the  Spirit  that  guides 
and  protects  us  and  the  love  that  our 
Lord  sends  through  his  people. 

The  cookies  that  were  sent  weren’t 
only  eaten,  but  also  felt,  as  a  warm 
hug  from  people  that  care.  I  only 
ho^  I  get  the  chance  to  visit  and  have 
fellowship  with  your  church  once  this 
is  over  and  I’m  home.  From  all  of  us 
to  all  of  you,  God  bless  you. 

A  Beirut  Marine 

P.S.  The  cookies  were 
GOOOOOOOD. 


North  Sea  oil  field  employees  and 
their  families.  John  and  Nell  Smith, 
Mississipinans  and  missionaries  to 
Indonesia,  work^  in  this  10-year-old 
church  about  2  1/2  years,  1960-82. 

North  Sea  Baptist  CSiurch  does  not 
have  a  building  of  its  own.  Its  Sunday 
worship  service  meets  at  1  p.m.  at  the 
Methodist  church  in  Stavanger,  and 
its  Sunday  School  at  2:30  p.m. 
spreads  out  over  the  Methodist  and 
another  Baptist  church.  The  mid¬ 
week  service  is  held  on  Thureday 
evenings  in  the  Baptist  church.  As¬ 
sociate  pastor,  Eric  Slaughter,  is  a 
journeyman. 

_l‘The  church  is  mission-minded,’— 
said  Mason.  “Although  the  pastor  is  a 
missionapr,  the  church  reimburses 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for  his 
salary.  More  than  50  percent  of 
budget  r^ipts  go  to  world  mission 


causes.  The  church  gave  $15,000  to 
Lottie  Moon  in  1982  and,  with  80 
famUies,  gave  $16425  to  Lottie  Moon 
in  1983.’’ 

The  membership  is  international, 
serving  all  the  English-language 
speaking  community  of  Stavanger. 
Included  are  several  Norwegians,  a 
third  generation  (4iristian  from  In¬ 
dia,  one  person  from  Africa,  some 
from  Britain^  and  many  from  the 
USA,  especially  the  central  and 
southern  parts. 

“We  toured  one  of  the  oil  rigs,  just 
finished,  and  ready  to  be  moved  to 
sea,’’  said  Mrs.  Mason.  “It  was  as  big 
as  two  New  York  City  blocks  and  had 
a  seven-story  hotel  on  it.  The  legs 
were  floated  out  separately  and  set 
down,  and  then  the  rig  puUed  out  by 
barges  and  attached  to  the  legs. 
From  the  top  of  the  hotel  to  the  l^- 


, - Devotional - 

Artesian  Christians 

-  ■  b 

By  Armond  D.  Taylor,  pastor,  Sommerwood,  Olive  Branch 
John  4:11-14 

Ihe  fourth  chapter  of  John  spealu  of  Jesus’  encounter  with  the  woman  of 
Samaria  at  Jacob’s  well.  I  grew  up  in  south  Louisiana.  The  area  in  which  we 
lived  was  below  sea  level  and  the  availability  of  water  was  never  a  problem. 

At  first  we  had  a  board  well.  The  water  had  to  be  pulled  up 
with  rope  and  bucket.  Then  we  put  down  a  pump  that  had 
to  be  primed  in  order  to  get  the  water  flowing.  It  was  then 
my  dad  decided  he  was  going  to  put  down  an  artesian  well. 

One  day  the  man  rolled  in  with  his  equipment  and  started 
the  driUing.  A  week  later  we  had  an  artesian  well  flowing 
by  its  own  power  because  it  was  tapped  into  an  inexhausti¬ 
ble  stream  beneath  the  earth’s  suriace.  It  was  an  exciting 
experience. 

A  board  well  is  shallow  and  soon  dries  up.  CSiristians 
Taylor  who  have  no  depth  of  commitment  soon  grow  stagnant 
also.  An  old  pump  had  to  be  primed  to  get  it  going,  and  so  do  many  Christians. 

But,  an  artesian  weU  flows  continuously  because  it  has  been  tapped  into  an 
inexhaustible  resource.  Artesian  Christians  are  what  we  need  today. 

When  we  receive  Christ  as  Saviour  and  Lord  we  drink  from  a  fountain  that 
will  never  run  dry,  and  can  live  constantly  out  of  the  overflow.  The  words  of 
this  song  express  it  beautifully: 

I’m  feasting  on  a  manna. 

On  a  bountiful  suf^ly. 

I’m  drinking  from  a  fountain. 

That  never  shall  run  dry.’’ 

Jesus  said  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  in  John  4 : 13— “Whosoever  drinketh  of 
this  water  shall  thirst  again,’’  speaking  of  the  water  from  Jacob’s  well.  But  in 
contrast,  in  John  4: 14,  Jesus  states — “Whosoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  I 
shall  give  him  shall  never  thirst;  but  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall  be  in 
him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  everlasting  life.’’ 

We  note  the  glad  response  of  the  woman.  Hope  was  born  in  her  soul.  She  got 
the  message.  She  understood.  She  said,  “Sir,  give  me  this  living  water  so  that 
I  will  never  be  thirsty  again.’’  Her  life  was  changed  and  was  used  of  God  to 
change  the  lives  of  many  others.  She  came  an  artesian  Christian.  So  can  we! 

K.  Forbus  marks  25th  year  as 
association’s  clerk/  treasurer 

Kenneth  Forbus  was  presented  a  D.  Lundy,  David  Mayhall,  and  Roy 
plaque  by  Roy  D.  Raddin  in  recogni-  D.  Raddin.  And  in  the  past  25  years, 
tion  of  and  apfa'eciation  for  25  years  he  has  served  with  17  moderators  of 
service  as  clerk/ treasurer  of  the  the  association. 

Forlx«l.churd.«Unlnirtr.tor(or 
association  voted  on  Oct.  11,  Iwo,  to  «• 

authorize  this  plaque  and  it  was  pre-  tup  tvMitinn  nn  FaK  i  loas 

SMitedMiDK  VneJrttlKPMlor  ’ 

«K)Slrff  Christina,  iMrty  to  Greed- 
ville.R*l(llitlsdlie<!toriini,ri«i.  FI"*. 

for  the  association.  He  was  graduated  from  Howard 

Forbushas  served  with  fbur  direc-  College  (Samford  University)  and  Kenneth  Forbus,  left,  receives 
tors  of  missions  of  the  Washington  from  Southwestern  Seminary  with  a  plaque  from  Roy  D.  Raddin,  on  behalf 
County  Association:  Leon  Emery,  J.  master  of  sacred  music  degree. 


tom  of  one  leg  is  the  same  as  the 
height  of  the  Empire  State  Building, 
someone  told  us.’’ 

,She  added,  “Stavanger  (city  of 
100,000)  was  started  as  a  fishing 
community.  The  narrow  wooden 
houses  and  cobblestone  streets  curve 
about  a  harbor  and  a  cathedral.  The 
lights  along  the  winding  streets  look 
like  necklaces  around  the  mountain¬ 
sides  at  night.’’  The  majority  of  the 
people  are  Lutherans,  as  that  is  the 
state  church. 

The  Masons  said  they  expected  to 
find  colder  weather  than  they  did,  but 
Stavanger,  on  the  North  Sea  in 
southwest  Norway,  benefits  frwn  the 
flow  of  warm  air  from  the  Gulf 
Stream.  It  was  not  even  as  cold  as 
Mississippi  on  Christmas  Day— “17 
degrees  was  the  coldest  while  we 
were  there.’’  But  they  saw  several 
snows.  “On  the  shortest  day,  daylight 
lasted  from  9  a.m.  until  4:30  p.m.’’ 

When  they  first  arrived  in  Europe 
last  fall,  they  attended  the  meeting  of 
the  European  Baptist  Convention 
(English-language),  in  Germany. 
John  Merritt,  Mississippian,  is  its 
executive  secretary. 

“We  can’t  wish  anything  better  for 
retired  people  than  that  they  do  some 
kind  of  volunteer  qi^ion  work,  such 
as  this.  It  was  v^bnderful.  We  urge 
eveiy  retired  person  to  try  something 
like  this.’’  Or^narily  the  volunteers 
pay  their  own  way,  but  in  this  case 
the  Stavanger  church  paid  the  Ma¬ 
sons’  airfare,  and  the  couple  lived  in 
the  pastorium  (but  were  paid  no  sal¬ 
ary.) 

Since  retirement  they  have  worked 
in  several  Home  Mission  Board  in¬ 
terim  pastorates,  including  ones  in 
Michigan,  Arizona,  and  Washington, 
but  this  was  their  first  in  another 
country.  “Where  next?’’  people  ask 
them.  “The  Lord  knows,’’  they  ans¬ 
wer,  “and  we  will  go  where  he 
sends.’’ 

“We  would  like  to  learn  Norwegian 
and  return  to  live  and  work  full  time 
anuMig  the  people  of  Norway,’’  she 
said.  “One  Norwegian  lady  told  me, 
‘My  heart  aches -for  my  people.  I 
know  so  many  who  do  not  know  the 
Christian  way.  Many  have  their 
names  on  the  church  roll,  but  never 
attend.’  ’’ 

-The  couple  recalled,  “We  had 
planned  in  our  youth  to  be  foreigh 
missionaries,  and  were  preparing  to 
go  when  World  War  II  intervened  and 
then  it  never  worked  out  for  us  to  go. 
We  felt  that  in  this  Norway  project 
our  dream  had  been  realized.’’ 


Gertrude  and  Eqtus  Mason 


master  of  sacred  music  degree. 


of  Washington  County  Association. 


SALE:  “THE  MARVELOUS 
GRACE  OF  G<M)’’  $3.00  phis  75c 
^t^e  by  WILLIAM  IRI^,  400 
E.  Ridgecrest  Drive,-  Holly 
Springs  ^  38635. 

NEEDED:  HOUSEPARENT 
STAFF  for  live-in  positions  to 
serve  in  cottage  life.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include  care  of  chil- 
dren/young  people.  Copies  and 
single  ladies  (38-55  years)  wpiy 
by  contacting  Wallace  Lee,  BAP¬ 
TIST  CHILDREN’S  VILLAGE, 
(601)  922-2242,  or  P.O.  Box  11306, 
Jackson,  MS  39213. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant. 
For  free  estimate  contact  — 
Emmons  Brothers,  P.  O.  Box 
18$,  Meridian,  Miss.  39301. 
Since  1899.- Phone  (691)  693- 
4451. _ 

GROUPS  of  12  to  150:  Remark¬ 
able  OZARK  PASSION  PLAY 
Package  includes  $7.50  tickets 
plus  lodeins,  swimming,  and 
meals  at  Keuer’s  Country  Dorm 
Resort,  Eureka  Springs,  Arkan¬ 
sas  for  just  $20  each!  Reserva¬ 
tions:  501/253-8418. 

“SOFTLY  AND  TENDERLY*’  — 
A  NEW  CASSETTE.  Write  Kathie 
Wilson,  Rt.  2,  Box  168,  Holly 
Springs,  MS  38635.  Will  share  with 
your  church  song  and  personal 
testimony.  Call  691/252-5195. 

CHILDREN’S  BOOK  CLUB.  At 
last  a  Christian  Book  Club  for 
children!  Children  ages  1-11  read 
books  in  words  they  can  under-  j 
stand.  These  books:  Promote 
Christian  values,  teach  basic 
Bible  principles,  encourage  fam¬ 
ily  discussions.  Eklucational,  col¬ 
orful,  fun  reading.  For  informa¬ 
tion  write:  Glad  Hearts  Christlaa 
Book  Gub,  P.  O.  Box  2396,  Ever¬ 
green,  CO  89439. 

BAPTIST  YOUTH  WORLD 
CONFERENCE,  Buenos  Aires, 
Argentina,  July  9-20,  1964.  Tour 
visiting  Paraguay,  Iguazu  Falls. 
Tourist  guides:  The  Fafasuli’s 
(natives  of  Paraguay  and  Argen¬ 
tina).  For  details  call  KLA^EN 
TTIAVEL  (800-327-7120). 

MOUNTAIN  VACA‘nON-4  bed¬ 
room  efficiency  on  33  acres,  8 
miles  east  of  Gatlinburg,  Tennes¬ 
see.  $30  per  night  for  two.  Tom  and 
Frances  Benedcttl,  Rente  9,  Box 
273,  Seviervllle,  Tenn.  37862, 
phone  (615)  416-7942. 
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What  mean  these  stones? 
asks  Northminster  pastor 


“What  Mean  These  Stones?”  asked 
the  pastor,  John  Thomason,  in  his 
sermm  Feb.  19.  The  worship  service 
that  morning  marked,  the  tenth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  dedication  of 
Northminster  Church’s  sanctuary  on 
Ridgewood  Road  in  Jackson. 

During  the  anniversary  obser¬ 
vance,  called  a  service  of  rededica- 
tioo,  the  congregation  sang  the  same 
hymns  and  repeated  the  same  litany 
of  dedication  used  for  the  original  de¬ 
dication  service,  Feb.  24, 1974. 

Jonathan  Sweat  and  Hilda  Cal¬ 
houn,  in  response,  explained  the 
symbolic  meaning  of  the  cross- 
stoped  sanctuary’s  chancel,  and  its 
j^e  and  narthex. 

'  Northminster,  constituted  Dec.  17, 
1967,  with  133  members,  had  three 
temporary  homes  between  1967  and 
1973:  the  Hinds-Madison  Association 
chapel,  the  dd  temple  Beth  Israel, 
and  the  Mississippi  School  for  the 
Blind.  Dudley  Wilson  was  called  as 
first  pastor.  The  Building  Ccunmittee 
for  the  sanctuary  included  Leland 

On  rural  churches 


National  symposium  is 
scheduled  in  Oxford 


A  national  symposium  concerning- 
rural  churches  is  scheduled  in  Ox¬ 
ford,  March  6-6. 

“The  Churdi  in  Rural  Amorica,”  is 
the  name  of  the  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  Rural-Urban  Missions  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board. 

The  symposium  will  feature  ses¬ 
sions  on  ‘”11)0  Churd)  and  the  New 
Poor,”  “The  Pastoral  Role  in  Small 
Churches,”  and  “Redefining  Rural 
America.” 

Speakers  include  Dale  Holloway  of 
Florence,  national  consultant  for  bi- 
vocational  ministries  for  the  HMB; 
Tliomas  Starkes,  who  teaches  Christ¬ 


ian  missioas  and  world  religions  at 
New  Orieans  Seminary ;  and  William 
Williams,  futurist  and  historian  from 
Bloomington,  Ind. 

Sessions  begin  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
Alumni  House  on  the  campus  of  (Me 
Miss  following  registration  3-5  p.m., 
March  6.  The  ]xx>gram  conclude  at 
noon.  Mar.  8. 

Other  speakers  include  James 
Lewis,  (Quentin  Lockwood,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Nepture,  all  of  the  HMB;  David 
Ray,  pastor  and  church  coi^tant 
for  the  (Congregational  Church, 
Warwick,  Mass. ;  and  Royce  Rose,  of 
Seminary  Extension,  SBC, 
Nashville. 


Gnif  Gardens  Clmrch,  (Snlf  (Coast, 
has  called  Leon  Dunn  as  pastor. 
Dunn  goes  there  from  Hopewell 
Church  at  Little  Rock,  Miss. 

Harold  LoUar  Jr.  is  the  new  pastor 
of  Pachuta  (Church,  Clarke  Assoda- 
1  tion. 

■i 

Rawls  Springs  Chorch  near  Hat¬ 
tiesburg  has  called  Tommy  Dobbins 
as  pastor.  He  will  begin  his  duties 
>  there  on  Mardi  4.  Dobbins  is  a  native 
of  Fort  Payne,  Alabama.  He  was  or- 
I  dained  to  the  ministry  in  1974  at  Sec- 
ood  Baptist  (Church,  Port  Payne.  In 
4  1976,  he  was  graduated  from  Sam- 
t  ford  University,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
4  and  in  1979,  be  received  a  degree 
i  from  New  Orleans  Seminary.  At  iMC- 
j  sent,  be  is  in  the  'Di.D.  program  of 
^  study  at  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
•  goes  to  Rawls  Springs  from  the  pas¬ 
torate  of  Calvary  Church,  Bojpie 
CUtto. 


First  (Chorch,  Okolona,  has  called 
Gloria  Speed  as  education  and  youth 
director.  Gloria  grew  up  in  Jackson, 
and  was  graduated  fr<Mn  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Southern  Mississippi.  After 
teaching  school  in  Jackson  for  five 
years,  she  attended  Southwestern 
Seminary.  She  has  served  on  staff  of 
First  Church,  Benbrook,  Fort  Worth, 
and  on  staff  at  First  Church  of  Gil¬ 
lette  in  Palmetto,  Fla.  Roy  McHenry 
is  pastor  at  Okolona. 

The  new  minister  of  youth  at  First 
Church,  McCComb,  is  Terry  Shi^, 
who,  along  with  his  wife,  Kathy,  were 
misLsonaries  to  Spain  until  lad  fall 
when  they  made  medical  resigna¬ 
tions.  They  have  a  daughter,  Rebe- 
kah,  age  four. 


Jerry  Nance  is  music  assistant  at 
Parkway  Church,  Jaduon. 

Billy  Ray  Bloekwol  is  new  pastor 

of  Ne^  Church,  OreeneCkianty. 


Speed,  chairman,  Ross  Bass,  Jane 
^st,  Hilda  Calhoun,  Phyllis  Ekldins, 
Lucian  Harvey,  Ed  Neal,  Bill  Pope, 
George  Piu^ds,  and  Linda  Shelton. 

The  Northminster  fellowship 
moved  into  the  Ridgewood  Road 
facility  on  May  20,  1973,  and  dedi¬ 
cated  it  Feb.  24, 1974.  Owen  Cooper, 
Yazoo  City,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  (Convention  at  that  time,  deli¬ 
ver  the  dedication  message. 

The  sanctuary  utilizes  natural 
materials  to  blend  with  its  wooded 
site.  The  exterior,  with  white-painted 
brick,  cedar  shake  roof,  and  exposed 
wood,  is  dramatized  by  tall  slim  win¬ 
dows.  The  feeling  of  light  and  air  be¬ 
comes  even  more  apparent  within 
the  building  where  windows  line  the 
entry.  In  the  sanctuary,  light  from 
east  and  west  is  concentrated  on  the 
pulpit  area  by  high  windows. 

Karen  Gilfoy  has  been  Northmins- 
ter’s  cboirmistress  for  all  of  this  ten 
years.  John  Claypool  proceeded 
Thomas  as  pastcH*. 


Pioneer  Church  names 
building — -Beverly  Hall 


piuNeeR  BAP’.. 
BCVERl'. 

■  IN  MON. 

Oft.  a  MRS  .. 

OU«  AW»!. 


Pioneer  Church,  Mississippi  Associ¬ 
ation,  has  named  its  fellowship  hall  for 
its  pastor,  O.  B.  B^rly.  A  photograph 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beverly  and  a  plaque 
honoring  them  have  been  placed  on 
display  in  the  building. 


Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula; 
March  4-8:  Gary  M.  ^wlin,  Brandon 
evangelist;  Hubert  Greer,  Brookha- 
ven,  music  director;  George  Berger, 
pastor;  Sunday  at  11  a.m.;  each 
evening  at  7.  . 

Corinth  (Jasper):  March  11-16; 
services  at  7  p.m.;  Johfmy  Parrack, 
music  evangelist,  bringing  messages 
in  song;  Edd  Hollonum,  Ouinth  pas¬ 
tor,  preaching.  (Parrack,  a  Texan, 
was  fmrmm-ly  tmMr  for  the  nationally 
known  quartet,  “The  Kingsmen.”  In 
1961,  be  entered  njusic  evangelism.) 

Big  Ridge,  Biloxi:  March  4-9; 
Benny  Jackson,  evangelist;  Dennis 
Dollar,  music  directtxr;  smrices  at 
7:15  p.m.  Mon.-Fri.;  Sun.  at  11  a.m. 
and  7  p.m.;  Robot  M.  Cariisle,  pas¬ 
tor. 


Family  Rallies: 
last  iji  series 
set  for  Jackson 

The  last  in  a  series  of  Olebrate 
Family  Rallies  will  be  held  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  March  13, 3-9  p.m. 

John  C.  Howell,  professor  of  (hrist- 
ian  Ethics  at  Midwestern  Seminary, 
Kansas  (^ty,  will  bring  two  addres¬ 
ses  on  the  Christian  family.  Howell  is 
a  nationally  known  family  confer¬ 
ence  leader  and  author  of  a  number 
of  books  on  family  life-4ncluding 
“Authority  and  Submission  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble,”  “(hristian  Marriage,”  “Grow¬ 
ing  in  Oneness,”  and  “Senior  Adult 
Family  Life.’^ 

Other  presentations  will  be  made 
by  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board;  Paul  Jones, 
executive  director  of  the  Mississqipi 
Christian  Action  Commission;  Mose 
Dangerfield,  director  of  the  MBCB 
Chu^  Training  Department;  and  J. 
Clark  Hensley,  consultant  (or  family 
ministries,  MBCB. 

Special  subjects  of  sessions  indude 
the  deacon  family  ministry  plan, 
Christian  family  money  manage¬ 
ment,  and  the  church  in  Bold 
kfission  Thrust. 

The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
(hurch  'Training  Department  in 
cooperation  with  the  Broadcast  Ser¬ 
vices  Departaant. 


Pioneer  Church,  Mississippi  As¬ 
sociation,  recently  honored  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O.  B.  Beverly  by  celebrating  the 
sixth  anniversary  of  his  pastorate 
there. 

The  occasion  had  been  planned  as  a 
surprise  to  the  Beverlys.  Their  sons 
and  their  families  had  been  invited. 

Wendell  Beverly  and  his  “Down 
Home  Country  Band”  from  the 
Raymond  Road  Baptist  Church  in 
Jackson  and  Thomas  Felter  and  bis 
band  members  from  Pioneer,  as¬ 
sisted  by  Hubert  Chrry  with  his  har¬ 
monica,  presented  several  hours  of 
entertainment. 

On  the  p-etense  of  the  concert,  a 
covered  dish  sui^>er  was  planned.  W. 
V.  Carter,  chaimum  of  the  deacons, 
and  Parham  (Jeter,  vice-chairman  of 
deacons,  presented  the  Beverlys  with 
a  large  framed  picture  of  themselves 
which  had  been  taken  some  months 
earlier  and  a  bronze  plaque  which 
designated  the  fellowship  haU  as  Be¬ 
verly  Hall. 

The  hall  was  dedicated  to  them  in 
appreciation  of  what  has  been  done 
under  their  leadership  in  the  years 
they  have  been  serving  the  church. 

TTiere  has  been  an  increase  in  oi- 
roUment  in  both  Sunday  School  and 
Oiurch  Training.  Also,  WMU  and 
Brotherhood  have  been  organized. 
The  building  has  been  enlarged  and 


Lottie  Moon  gifts 

First  Omreh,  Winona,  set  a  Lottie 
Moon  goal  in  1983  of  $10,700,  and 
broke  the  goal  by  giving  $13,073.88. 
James  KeUum  Jr.,  former  missio¬ 
nary  to  Vietnam  and  the  Philippines, 
was  guest  speaker.  Kellum  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  Charles  HuU,  memba-  of 
First  Church,  Winona,  who  gave  an 
update  on  the  use  of  the  ;dane  he  gave 
to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  last 
year.  Jerry  Mixon  is  Winona  pastor. 


rennodeled.  It  has  been  carpeted  and 
central  air  and  heat  have  b^n  instal¬ 
led.  Other  improvements  include 
new  pupil  furniture,  a  new  piano,  a 
new  baptistry,  and  new  fellowship 
hall  with  a  larger  kitchen,  a  new  nur¬ 
sery .  All  this  has  been  done  debt  free . 

The  picture  and  the  plaque  were 
mount^  on  the  wall  in  the  newly  de¬ 
dicated  Beverly  Hall. 

Beverly  was  for  many  years  pastor 
of  the  Woodville  Church,  before  his 
retirement  fnnn  that  post. 

Woolmarket 
to  dedicate 
new  building 

Woolmarket  (hurch  will  on  Mar.  4 
dedicate  its  new  all-purpose  building. 
The  new  building  contains  class¬ 
rooms  for  Sunday  School  and  Churdi 
Training,  plus  a  fully  equipped  gym¬ 
nasium,  with  showers  and  dressing 
rooms,  plus  a  gamesnxHn  and  recre¬ 
ational  facilities. 

Woolmarket,  in  the  past  year,  has 
become  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
churches  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  In  Feb¬ 
ruary,  they  were  awarded  a  certifi¬ 
cate  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
State  (Convention  for  being  second  in 
baptisms  in  the  state.  This  growth  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  need  to  build.  In  1963, 
they  bad  185  additions.  Sunday 
School  attendance  doubled,  and 
Church  Training  tripled.  Starting 
March  4,  the  church  will  go  with  two 
morning  worship  services,  8:30  a.m. 
and  11  a.m.  Already  this  year  the 
church  has  had  76  additions. 

The  dedicatioo  service  will  be  at  11 
a.m.,  with  Russell  Naron,  former 
pastor  of  Woolmark^  bringing  the 
message.  There  will  be  a  covered- 
dish  luncheon,  after  the  nooming  ser¬ 
vice,  in  the  new  building.  The  present 
pastor  is  Donnie  Guy. 


HEAOqUimTHW^S 

FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

Scliool  ft  Clwrcii  Firnltire 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  aad 
furaishiags  for  Classroom,  Library,  Soaday 
Sckdbl,  Aaditoriam,  Cafeteria  aad  every 
School  aad  Chorch  ate. 

^  EVERYTHiNCFOR  ■VTfnnnsinR 

THE  SCHOOL 
AND  CHURCH 


Wi'Uhrififouin^opMkventt 

CHURCH  TRAINING 

LEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCES 

Ridgsaest,  Jufr  8-U,  1984 

(Jlorteti,  August  7-13, 1984 

For  SSIm  mutton  mtdhr  reservations 
wrUeorasi 

Rkigecren  BaiA.  (:Qiiferancc  Center 
Bo*  128  Ridgecrest.  NC  28770 
(704)6698022 

Gloriehi  Baptist  Conference  Center 
Bou  8  Glorieta,  NM  87535 
(509  757-961 
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P.  O.  Box  11306 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
January  26  -  February  24,  1984 


A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month 
to  a  listing  of  Gifts  of  Honors  and  Memory.  Many  gifts 
and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others  through 
this  sensitive,  meanin^l  and  helpful  medium.  This 
feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste 
and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our 
special  friends. 


Mrs.  R.  H  .  Abbey 
J.  L.  Hill  It  Company 
Elise  Ellington 
R.  P.  Al^raalky 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Sigrest,  Sr. 

Gcarge  AAcock 
Walter  Bounds 
Miss  Margaret  Aden 
Thelma  M.  Lindsay 
Richard  Akia,  Sr. 

Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mearae  Areader 
Rebekah  K.  Myers 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Amos  Arender,  Sr. 
Sister  M  Mr.  Araisiroag 
Callie  D.  Taylor 
Gladjfs  D.  Pope 
IkeAA 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Joe  Cooper 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Dan  Cooper 

aaytsaBala 

TEL  Sunday  School  Class,  Gre> 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  C.  HoUoman 
Edwaf4  Baker 
Mrs.  Louise  D.  Jolly 
Mrs.  Taylar  (BdHIi)  BMlmd 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  William  M.  Davis 
Mrs.  A.  T.  LkIdeU 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  C.  J.  Hammond 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  U  K.  Travis  c* 
Mrs.  Charles  Nordan 
J.  E.  Greer  Agency 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  R.  B.  Orr 
Mrs.  Katherine  B.  Coppage 
Mrf  k  Mrs.  Jesse  L.  Haley 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  C.  H.  Murphey,  Jr.- 
Bess  It  Jeanne  Merrill 
Mrs.  Betty  Beasley 
The  Heard  Family 
Clareaoe  Bennett 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Claude  H.  Stone,  Sr. 
Mrs.  Jeha  BemaaMatl 
Mr.  Robert  Bradford 
BIUBerry 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  John  S.  Whitfield 
Msther  ef  Mrs.  Bibb 
Mr.  k  Mrs  W.  O.  Jones 
Prances  Black 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Janies  L.  Black 
Mrs.  S.  A.  McGahey 
Mr.Blackbora 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  B.  R.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Marris  Bleodwsrtk.  Jr. 

Mrs  Lloyd  W.  Kitchens 
Hamer  Bracey 
Mr  k  Mrs  Bill  JarreH 
Leland  B.  Brandsn 
Mr  A  Mrs.  F.  I.  Lackey,  Sr 
Mrs.  Nanna  Oaadsan  Brewer 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stennett 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  John  W.  Loi^  ^ 
Janet  Clare  Smith 
Earnest  A.  Bridget 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  Henry  Moore 
Beverly  Briscoe 
Mr  4  Mrs.  W  W.  Roark 
E.  E.Bristcr 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Roy  Honeycutt.  Sr. 

A.  B.  Brawn 

Walter  4  Doris  McMurchy 


W.  R.  Gregory 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Frank  Shawbknky 
W.  E.  Brawn 

Mrs.  Pate  Brown,  Sr. 


Mr.  4  Mrs.  B.  W.  BeU 


WUinm  Wallace  Allied 


Mrs.  Lena  McDmilel 
Ehra  Gardner 

M.M.BnMi 

WMIam  H.  Myrick 


Mrs.  Doi«l«  B.  Ue 


Dr4lta.J.D. 


Mrs.  Arvie  Gngle 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Tommy  Peacock 
Mrs.  Marian  Calica 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
A.  H.  Callaway 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Milbum  Starnes 
James  E.  Leonep 
Mrs.  Mary  Case 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  BUly  McMuUen 
Mrs.  Walta  Caasey 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Arthur  Cbnncellar 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Eddins 
Gesrge  ChOdrett 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  O.  Jones 
GleMOark 
Ms.  LQlian  Cox 
Walter  O.  day 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  O.  Watkins 
PhylUs  CeckreU 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Douglas  Moore  . 

J.  CCady 

Fritz  4  Ruth  Breland 
First  Presb:^rian  Church.  Pas¬ 
cagoula 

W.  Gideon  Brown 
Rsyoe  CtUint 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Billie  James  Bonner 
WflHam  (BUD  Cbaper 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Lewis  W.  Bays 
Jim  4  NeU  WiUiams 
Marray  Csarti 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  BUly  McMidlen 
UCOyder 
Mr.  Raymond  F.  Quinn 
Mrs.  Kate  Cammint 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Doyle  Cummins 
Mantle  Davis 
Mr.  4  Mrs  W.  C.  Harris 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jack  Liddell 
Mrs.  RasbeO  Davis 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  M.  E.  Curran 
Bre.  4  SIster-lB-Law 
Qaudine  Davis 
Mary  Aaa  Day 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  A.  D.  Roy.  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  RUly  W.  Breithaupt 
Donald  Plamaad 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Mangrum 
Dr.  Daagbty 

Miss  Martha  Ruth  Phdlips 
Mrs.  E.  L.  PhUUps 
MaUeDanglas 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Smith 
A.  D.  Dawaiag 
Mrs.  James  Norwood 
Mrs.  Clara  Rials  Dawaiag 
Claudette  Downing 
James  Frank  Eades 
Katherine  W.  Mdton 
Percy  Eaaea 
T.  Deane  Rodgers 
Mrs.  Evetya  Evans 
Mr:  4  Mrs.  G.  H.  Barkar 
Mrs.  Mae  Everett 
Mr  4  Mrs.  R.  C  Mitae 
W.D.FaIr 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  H.  D.  GrMiam 
Ncfl  Fairley 

Mr  4  Mrs.  Qeinoa  WaU 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Rodney  WaU 
Dean  Elisa  Plnke 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Joe  Young 
Mrs.  Rntb  Ferd 
Mrs.  Hattie  R.  DUworth 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Norman  Moody 
i.  W.  Fere*' 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Reese  Hawmd 
Mrs.  Buna  Fertcaberry 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  George  E.  Meere 
Mrs.  Myrtts  Fowler 
MatttiB.  Flynt 
C.  0  Walker 
toryO.Fridfe 
Mrs.  Pauliiie  M.  GOiS 
ilrii.CL.FrWer 
Mrs.  F.  L.  Janes 
Mri.BndiiPMMiii 
Mr.  4  Mri.  Huvy  N.  Stevens 
Mr.  4  Mn.  Cbrntai  C.  Mamioii 
Mrt.  FNnek  HannMtt 


Rnby  Farr 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Guy  Bransoome,  Sr. 
Wflliam  Gaddlns 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  BiUy  W.  Breithaupt 
Lyne  Gamble 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Fredh  Ballard 
T.  V.  Gamway 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jack  D.  Benry 
Beraard  Gibson 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Johnnie  Massey 

N.  O.GBlis 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Mrs.  Abb  Gloacr 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  MiUer,  Jr. 
SteUaGordy 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  T.  E.  Gotten 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Gray 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Conner 
James  Ottis  Gray 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Qaude  H.  Stone,  Sr. 
Dixie  Greca 
The  Ida  KittreU  Family 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church  ^ 
Sonlee  Greca 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ralph  Grady 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Ragm  Griffla 
aara  M  Griffin 
Mrs.  Paal  GriBet  ^ 
Jeanette  T.  Green 
Mr  .  4  Mrs.  M.  E.  Quran  ^ 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  William  H.  Jones 

IVW«  lilVIlIC  vBWwW 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Guinn 
Jeanette  Gny 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Dolan  Flemi^ 

Mrs.  Aileea  Hageamyer 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  F.  l.Lackey.Sr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Flynt  C.  Hobgood 
Mrd.  Mattee  Haley 
Mrs.  Martha  A.  Crialer 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  McDonald 
Mrs.  Sarah  Hancock 
R.  N.  Catledge 
Myra  Sadler 

Charles  Henry  Hancock.  Sr. 

Mrs.  T.  P.  Hamner 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Glen  King 
bfcn.  ireae  M.  Haaf 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Earl  Allen 
Mrs.  Clara  Hardy 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Clarke  Robbins 
Mrs.  Pat  Wood 
Mrs.  Kattie  S.  Angelo 
Mrs.  Doric  Hardy 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Robert  A.  GuUedge 
Hurts 

Mr  .  4  Mrs  Harry  O  Neal 
Mrs.  Lacy  Harris 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Ricbard  Harvey 
Saralyn  D.  Lackey 
W.  H.  (BUD  Harvey 
Mrs.  Evan  Doaaett 
Mrs.  J  E.  McDavid 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ray  Chilcutt 
,J.L.  Klaus.  Jr. 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Flora.  Sr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs  E  G.  Flora.  Jr  * 
Mrs.  L.  B.  Morris 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Mike  Kerby 
Mr  4  Mrs.  B  B.  Harvey 
A.  a  Otant  \ 

Mr.  *  Mr*.  H78  Swayce 
Mn.  SataH  cAMb 
Pint  Nationdf  Bank 
Mra.  H.  W.  IlMMrifbi 
Security  State  Bank.  Starkviile 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  C.  Simmons 
lirt.Berlhnl^HlBeo 
EWaOarib^ 

Mr.  4  Mrs  JC.  E.  Carnet 
Detain  Hedgea 
Buney4k%tlceCoQk 
FredH^HaBekma 
EWaGudh^ 

O. CHaad.  // 

Mr.  4  Mn.  ’6eoe  Haney 
Mr  .  4  Mrs  .  Eddie  Odom 
Mr.  Jamee  R.  Haney 
Mrs.  Jeerit  U  tLsttlil  HeereBaSr. 
Louis  N.  Earten.  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jerry  SMwart 
Mrs.  ArdMaCKaeten 
Mr.  4  Mm.  M.  E^Ctewted 
Mr.4Mn.a^.Qrawford 
O.Lttiwm^rn 
Mr.AMrs.UrayRaaom 


Mr.  4  Mrs  Edwin  White 
Mr.4M?B.  RiebudDavis 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Andy  Kyxar 
Mrs.  R.  T.  Kyiar 
Garden  Perk  Friendship 
Glean  Haauner.  Jr. 

Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  T.  W.  Crigler.  Jr 
TedHaat 

Wayne  4  Melba  Smith 
Mattye  Ivey 
CedlAErlenedark 
Gearge  ft  Jaamt 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  BurneU  Brown 
Bennie.  Edween  4  Family 
Julia  4  Family 
W.  J..  Verna 
John,  Joyce  4  Family 
Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Jamisoa 
Miss  Nannie  Haley 
Leo  JcaalBgi 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Ray  WheUn 
John  Fred  Jobaooa 
Mrs.  Margaret  Dribben 
Leslie  A.  JoUcy 
Anne  A.  JoU^ 

Charles  Jones 
Wayne  4  Melba  Smith 
Mrs.  LaciUe  P.  Jones 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Danny  Holley 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  M.  E.  Plymale 
Mrs.  DeUa  A.  Pate 
‘'Mother  Jones*' 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Wade  C.  DonneU 
L.H.KeBt 

Mrs.  Leo  T.  WeUenman 

Mrs.  Joe  King 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Eubanks 
Mr.  Kirby 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Leo  Owens 
Alfred  Kaapp 
Mrs.  Paul  Ellsworth 
Miss  Jayne  Woods 
Mrs.  Key  Woods 
Mrs.  Edward  Lake 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Alton  E.  Windsor 
Mfs.GoaioceLnad 
*  Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  E.  Van  Namen 
Bob  LaMer 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Henry  R.  Butler 
Dub  4  Daisy  Tbompoon 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  4  |drs.  James  Lindley.  Jr. 
Mrs.  Aanc  Bcyaiids  Leo 
Mrs.  Albert  J.Tretgle  ^ 
Mrs.  Jules  Simoneaux.  Sr. 
HiMbLot 

Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Peggy  Leggett 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Ronnie  J.  Simmons 
GeraldiBe  Leon 
Gladys  4  Charles  RkUey 
Mrs.  Lloyd 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Tom  Pace,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Bcrtka  Loagett 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Robert  A.  GuUedge 
Victor  H.  Lott 
Joan  W.  Horst 
Mrs.  R.  K.  (Mary  i  Loll 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Lewyl  Cockerbam 
Dorothy  Gilbert 
Mrs.  Ruth  M.  Bennett 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joe  Bennett,  Jr. 
James  Magers 


Mrs.  HIto  McLean 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  B.  J.  Roberson 


Mrs.  R.  1.  (Mary  Lea)  McLemore  Fred  Puser 


lhamns  J.  (Tabby)  Price 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Stenter 


Mr.  4  Mrs.  I.  G.  Patterson 
Mrs.  Joe  Peacock 
Mrs.  D.  B.  Kitching 
Mrs.  J.  J  Wood 
Taltoa  McLeadoa 
Mrs.  BiUy  McDonald 
Mrs.  EmlyMellcku 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Saralyn  D.  Lackey 
Mrs.  Hasd  Elliabedi  MMdletoa 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  F.  I.  Lackey.  Sr. 
George  MIks 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harold  B.  Harris,  Jr. 
Clyde  Miller 
Madge  King 
Jerry  Miller 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Cliff  Landrum 
Iva  S.  Lewis 
TomMUlt 
Mrs.  Tom  Mills 

Janus  Ming 

R.  C.  4  Imogene  S.  Muse 
Karrle  MltcbeU 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joe  Young  _ 

Kristi  Mitchell 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joe  Young 
Jeff  Moore 
Christine  C.  Risher 


Mr  4  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hollimon 

Randy  Moore 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  L.  McWilliams 
W.  W.Maore 
Thelma  M.  Lindsay 
Mrs.  Chri  Morgan 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stevenson,  Jr. 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  D.  W.  Severance 
Doyle  Morris 
Dorothy  B.  Robertson 
Grady  Morris 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Stanley 
Thomas  B.  Marley 
HoweU  Printing  Company 
Qyde  E.  Eubanks 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stennett 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  G.  L.  Brown.  Sr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  C.  G.  Cryder 
Jane  Brown  Hewes 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Paid  J.  Pryor 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Homer  Best,  Jr. 
First  National  Bank,  Jadison 
Edward  Myers 
Rebekah  K.  Myers 
James  Nayler 

-  Mr  4  Mrs.  C.  J.  Vap  Velkin- 
bui^h 
E.  H.NeiU 
Mrs.  E.  H.  NeUl 
JebnE.  Nipper 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis.  Jr. 
Mrs.  Kate  Nolea 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
JaekNoweU 

Yale  Street  Baptist  Church,* 
devoUnd 

Bfr.  4  Mrs.  W.  D.  Griffin 
G.  WllUam  Pataur 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harmon  AUey 
Jean  Misterfeldt 
Men's  Fellowship  Sunday 
School.  FBC 
Mrs.  Vera  Payne 


O.S.  Sunday  School  Class,  Port  Frances  D.  McMaster 


Gibson 

Otis  Malone 
Marianne  Strickland 

“Mammy" 

Mr  4  Mrs.  A  G  Nash 
William  Maaniag.  Sr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Rutledge 
O.  E.Martta 
Mayme  L.  Prevoat 
Mrs.  Mattie  Bril  Martta 
Mrs.  Inez  B.  Read 
Mrs.  Aiihnr  Cbeeter  Matthews 
Ruth  Sunday  School  Class, 
Marks 

ktes.  Pina  Mbtthewt 

Robert  Bradford 
Mrs.  Floreaee  Mazey 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mrs.  HaroM  (Hasri)  McOare 
First  National  Bank.  Jackson  < 
R.8.McOory 
Gary  4  Rhonda  Hurt 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
dydoMcGchoe 
Sdoam  Baptist  Church  * 

Itet.  Mattie  MeGHvery 
Miss  Virgie  Lewis 
Mrs.  Osrdte  McHalffey 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  T.  A.  Hester 
M^.  4  Mrs.  dyds  V.  McKee 
Mr.  4  Mil.  B.  R.  Tkylor 
Clyde  V.  McKee,  ar. 

Mrs.  J.  Gordon  Roach  1 

Ms  .  UUimiCaK 

Mary  L.  Cmnlira  ^  1 

OacBtCAIterd 


Mrs.  Bertie  Pewoa 
EaH  4  Kathleen  Wheeler 
M.  E.  Perry 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  Henry  Moore 
Mrs.  J.  B.  (Uaa  Webb  CaU) 
Perry,  Jr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Guy  Branscome,  Sr 
Mrs.  Susan  C.  Wilson 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Covington 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Harry  Rayburn 
Elizabeth  E.  Grant 
John  G.  Hardy 
E.  R.  Green 
Mrs.  R.  L.  Spain 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  E.  Covk^ton 
Caroljm  4  John  Branton 
Mrs.  Sidney  Switzer 
The  Defenbaughs 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  T.  J.  Staten 
GasPbOUpe 


Barney  4  Myrtice  Cook 
Wayne  Rachel 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
H.  P.  Raakia 
Barney  4  Myrtice  Cook 
Mrs.  Ladle  Ivey  Rasberry 
Mr.  4  Mrs  WiUiam  T  Taylor 
Loved  One 
Sue  Reynolds 
Mrs.  Cleise  Rlcbardtoa 
Adult  1  Class,  Harmony  B.  C. 
Mrs.  Tom  Ed  Rivers 
Mr.  4  Idrs.  Norman  Moody 
J.  W.  Robbias 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Mr  4  Mrs.  J  C.  Gates 
Terry  SuUivan 
Mrs.  Eula  Roberts  * 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  Billy  F  Fairchild 
Susan  M.  Cox 
Irria  Roberts 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
Mrs.  Effle  Rodgers 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  M.  Grantham 
Fred  C.  Powers 
Mrs.  Elolse  Rotemoad 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  D.  B.  Allen.  Jr. 

Jeha  W.  Ross 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Harmon  Alley 
Mr  4  Mrs  W  H.  Merrell 
E.  N.  ftoas,  Jr. 

Raby 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Guinn 
James  Roy  Rush 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  M.  Nipper 
Mrs.  Sadler 
Mrs.  James  H.  Anders 
Edward  Saadertoa 
Mrs.  Fred  Marshall 
Miss  Lala  Sasser 
Mrs.  M.  R.  Carpenter 


Howard  Tbsmas 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  C.  Stevenson.  Jr. 
Mr  4  Mrs.  D.  W.  Severance 


Mr  4  Mrs  P  M  Kimbrough 

Adam  Natbaairi  TUteteoa 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Harry  K.  Woods 
W.  T.Tlmbt 

Mr.  4  Mrs  Lawrence  Kenneth 

Todd 

Mrs  H  N  Brown 
Mrs.  Chris  Tompkim 
Walter  4  Doris  McMurchy 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Trookey 
Miss  Bessie  Weaver 
Mrs.  R.  A.  TaUos 
Bobby  4  Myrtaia  Kirk  » 
Hcrmaa  Tyaet 
Dr  4  Mrs  J  D  Slay,  Sr 
Matthew  liitbovea 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joe  A,  Rutledge 
Mrs.  Uptoa 
Saralyn  D  Lackey 
J.  V.  Vetsril 

Mr.  4  Mrs  James  T.  Ballard 
Robert  J.  WaM.  Sr. 

Mr.  4  Mrs  E  B.  Senter 
Friend  B.  Walker 
Wayne  4  Melba  Smith 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  4  Mrs  William  A.  Huff 
John  M  Huff 
Saralyn  D.  Lackey 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joe  Blakeney 
Mrs.  WiU  WaltoB 
Ms.  Lillian  Cox 
Claytohn  Ware 

First  Baptist  Church,  Vicksburg 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  R.  E.  Van  Namen 
Wyebe  S.  Warren 
Mary  O.  Duke 
Audrey  Watkins 
Mrs  George  Hammitt 
Mrs.  Robert  W.  Webb 


Mrs.  D.  T.  (Olivette  Staton)  Sayle  John  R.  Enochs 


J.  E.  Greer  Agency 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  C.  J.  Hammond 
Royce  R.  Thompson 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joseph  W  Cobb 
Mr.  4  Mrs  R.  C.  Ballard 
Mrs.  Edna  Frances  Sccrest 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Mize,  Sr 
Mrs.  Lesille  G.  Seward 
Mrs.  Susie  G.  Sims 
Ardis  L.  Daves 
Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Seymour 
JohaNamar 
Lillian  Nasaar 


Mr.  4  Mrs.  Reuben  Netheriand 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  James  M  Grantham 
Mary  Simon 
Mr  4  Mrs.  J.  C.  Clark 
O.  B.8hnpooa 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  E.  B.  Senter 
Frank  A.  Smite 
First  Baptist  Church.  Bude 
Mrs.  Raoetta  Smith 
Joan  M.  Scott 
Mrs.  W.  H.  (Bets)  SaUth 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Karl  McGraw 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Edwards 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Floyd  L.  Wooley 
Mrs.  Harold  Graves 
Kade  4  Mary  Lou  Mashbum 
Mrs  0  W  Holmes 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  John  Nowlin.  Sr 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Dallas  Lundquist 
Mrs  Mabel  Smith 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  J.  J  Wood 
Mr  4  Mrs.  W  E  Castens 
Mr.  4  Mrs  Guy  McClure 
Mrs  Alice  Wolf 
Mrs.  Grace  Vance 
Mrs  J.  M.  Vance 
Orent  Robinson 
Doyle  Sprigbts 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Jack  D  Berry 
Jewell  Spliman 
Mrs.  Worth  Jackson 
J.  W.  Steely 


L.  R.  Westersok 

Mrs.  Clyde  N.  Egger,  Jr 
J.  C.  White 

Mr.  4  Mrs.  I.  G.  Patterson 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Looney 
Mrs.  Mamie  S.  White 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Bob  McOillough 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  W.  T.  Kimbrough,  Jr 
Mrs.  Hessie  Kimbrough 
Wayne  4  W.  T.  Kimbrough 
Mci.  Darstby  (Date  Wk^tkmgtm 
Mr.  4"Mrs.  Joe  toung 
Dorothy  B  Robertson 
Twik  Grdaddaagbters*  if  ^otey 
WbHttiWten 
Dorothy  B.  Robertson 
A.  K.  (Dec)  WUtth^toa,  Sr. 

Mr  4  Mrs.  R.  D.  Rose.  Jr 
H  N  Sills 

Mr  4  Mrs.  G.  Robert  Parrott 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Sanford  McNemar 
Mrs.  Mac  Burchfield 
James  Wiggias 
Mrs.  EUjla  Mae  Hays 
Mrs.  Myrtts  Williams 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Amos  Arender,  Sr 
Mrs.  Mary  Lsa  Wgliagbam 
John  G.  Hardy 
Mbs  Uanle  Wttlb 
Mr  4  Mrs.  J.  F.  (Pete)  Waits 
FYed  Wilson 

Mr.  4  Mrs>  Dorphus  Wilson 
Gemge  Wilson 
Gail  B  Fore 
James  E.  Wiboa.  lU 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Garrett 
Mrs.  Loabe  H  Wiboa 
Mr  4  Mrs.  J  L.  Vtrsen 
Winnie  B  Ross 

First  Baptist  Church.  Vicksburg 
NeweU  WUooa 
Miss  Jennie  S.  Cbltharp 
Mrs.  Boaaie  Winstead 
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God’s  mercy,  Hezekiah’s  foolish  act  Jesus  begins  his  ministry 


By  BUI  Caosey,  pastor.  Parkway,  Jackson 
n  Kings 


As  this  story  b^ins,  we  are  to  un¬ 
derstand  that  “in  those  days”  actu¬ 
ally  refers  to  the  same  time  as,  or 
during,  the  threats  of  Assyria  in  the 
prec^ng  chapters.  This  chapter 
teUs  of  a  crisis  in  the  life  of  Hezekiah 
that  affected  his  behavior  and  the 
subsequent  fortunes  of  Judah. 

I.  His  Ulness  (Ml) 

Isaiah  was  God’s  prophet  during 
this  time  in  Hezekiah’s  life.  When 
Hezekiah  became  ill  God  sent  Isaiah 
to  tell  him  to  “set  your  house  in  order, 
for  you  shall  die  and  not  live.”  A  word 
from  a  prophet  like  this  has  the  force 
of  putting  into  motion  the  very  action 
the  words  spoke.  It  was  therefore 
thought  by  both  the  prophet  and  the 
king  that  it  was  an  unchanging  edict 
from  the  very  God  of  heaven. 

The  “aloneness”  often  felt  by  those 
who  know  of  their  impending  death  is 
here  ex(>erienced  by  the  king  as  he 
turned  his  “face  to  the  wall”  and 
began  extended,  searching,  and  il¬ 
luminating  talks  with  God.  He  re¬ 
viewed  his  efforts  in  God’s  behalf  and 
wept  bitterly  (vss.  2,3).  This  reaction 
to  one’s  own  grief  experience  is  nor¬ 
mal  and  expected.  And  once  again,  as 
in  19:14-19,  God  heard  the  prayer  of 
Hezekiah. 

Before  Isaiah  had  gotten  out  of  the 
palace,  the  w(hx1  of  God  came  to  him 
to  return  to  the  king  and  remove  the 
death  sentence,  because  of  the 
prayers  and  tears  of  this  praying 
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king.  And  while  “faith  fakers”  are 
suspect  in  the  eyes  an  enlightened 
people,  “faith  heal^”  remains  (me 
of  the  cherished  beliefs  and  hoped  for 
experiences  of  God’s  people.  The  de¬ 
cision,  then  as  now.  must  remain  in 
the  hands  of  a  loving  heavenly 
Father.  God’s  word  was  that  he 
would  be  welLenough  in  three  days  to 
go  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  <v.  5)  and 
that  he  would  add  15  years  more  to  his 
life.  Moreover,  (jlod  also  promised  to 
deliver  from  the  hand  of  the  king  of 
Assyria  and  spare  Jerusalem  (v.  6). 
A  cake  of  figs  seems  to  have  been  a 
common  treatment  for  boils,  and 
Isaiah  here  tells  Hezekiah  to  use  it. 
Other  symptoms  of  the  king’s  illness 
are  not  known. 

As  an  external  sign  that  G<xl  actu¬ 
ally  had  changed  his  pronouncement, 
Isaiah  was  given  the  liberty  to  let 
Hezekiah  decide  whether  a  shadow 
would  go  forward  or  backward  on  a 
stairway.  This  stairway  was  so  con¬ 
structed  that  the  tini6  of  day  could  be 
told  by  the  shadow  on  the  steps.  Im¬ 
plied  is  the  understanding  that  for  a 
prophetic  word  to  be  with^awn  once 
it  has  gone  forth  is  as  difficult  as  re¬ 
versing  the  sun  in  its  course  or  mak¬ 
ing  time  retrace  its  steps.  But  (xod 
can  do  it!  And  in  his  sovereignty,  he 
did!  and  who  can  fully  know  the  mys¬ 
tery  of  his  activity  in  behalf  of  his 
people  today?  We  know  conclusively 
this.  He  is  trustworthy. 


n.  His  big  mistake  (12-19) 

In  a  pretended  concern,  the  king  of 
Babylon,  Merodach-baladin,  offered 
sympathy  in  Hezekiah’s  illness.  In  a 
naive  resp<mse  the  king  opened  his 
country’s  resources  to  the^pection 
of  these  Babylonian  scouts.  This 
move  exposed  Judah’s  wealth  and 
caused  ^bylon’s  future  ambitions. 

Isaiah  prophesied  that  Judah 
would  one  day  fall  to  Babylon  and  its 
people  would  be  deported  along  with 
the  wealthy  of  the  country  (16-18). 

In  response,  Hezekiah’s  fatal  flaw 
is  unveiled.  His  concern  for  the  here 
i  and  now  policy  of  “peace  in  my  time” 
without  regai^  for  the  long  future  of 
the  nation  is  laid  bare.  A  policy  of 
present  expediency  bartered  away 
future  security  and  service. 
Hezekiah  assented  to  the  ultimate 
decision  of  God  (v.  19)  while  thinking 
thus  in  his  heart. 

HI.  His  life  reviewed  (20-21)' 

These  (Mmclude  the  recorded  life  of 
Hezekiah  by  the  writer  of  II  Kings  in 
Chapters  18-20.  Added  to  this  record 
of  religious,  military,  and  personal 
aspects  of  his  life,  is  the  remarkable 
engineering  feat  of  building  the  c(mi- 
duit  which  brought  the  water  supply 
into  the  city  of  Jerusalem.  Workmen 
dug  1700  feet  through  solid  rock  from 
(^posite  ends  and  met  in  the  middle. 
17^  tunnel  exists  in  Jerusalem  until 
this  day.  The  books  of  II  (Chronicles 
and  Isaiah  shed  additional  light  on 
Hezekf^’s  reign. 


Praying  with  boldness 

By  Gerald  P.  Buckley,  pastor.  Parkway,  Natchez 
Mark  11:1M2:12 


Praying  with  boldness  means 
pra)dng  in  faith,  trusting  all  to  God. 
Bold  praying  never  means  making 
demands  on  (Sod.  It  means  trusting 
our  requests  to  God’s  love  and 
wisdom— willing  to  leave  the  answer 
in  the  hands  of  a  loving  and  all-wise 
God. 

I.  The  boM  prayer  of  faith.  (Mark 

ll:2^25) 

After  spending  another  night  in 
Bethany,  Jesus  and  his  disciples 
walked  over  the  Mount  of  Olives  on 
the  same  path  that  had  taken  them  to 
Jerusalem  the  day  before.  Peter 
noticed  the  fig  tree  that  Jesus  had 
cursed  earlier.  When  Peter  men¬ 
tioned  the  withered  tree,  Jesus  used 
that  remark  to  teach  a  lesson  regard¬ 
ing  prayer. 

Jesus  informed  the  disciples  that 
whoever  says  to  a  mountain— “Be 
moved  and  cast  into  the  sea,”  should 
not  doubt  that  this  event  will  take 
place.  How  are  we  to  understand 
this?  Does  this  mean  that  if  we  are 
confident  enough  in  (jlod  that  we  can 
get  whatever  we  desire? 

The  figure  of  the  mountain  is  a  typ¬ 
ical  Hebrew  way  of  saying  the  seem¬ 
ingly  impossible  is  po^ble  for  (Sod 
and  for  those  who  have  faith  in  ^m. 
Jesus  was  using  figurative  language. 

Verse  24  states;  “Therefore  I  say 
unto  yoUi  what  things  soever  ye  de¬ 


sire,  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye 
receive  them,  and  ye  shall  have 
them.”  Now  this  promise  should  not 
be  interpreted  to  mean  that  we  can 
get  anything  we  want  through 
prayer.  So  <rft^  someone  says,  “I 
prayed  to  God,  but  he  did  not  answer 
my  prayer.”  What  the  person  means 
is  that  the  object  recpi^ted  in  prayer 
did  not  appear  immediately,  God  has 
one  of  three  answers  for  every 
prayo-:  yes,  no,  or  wait. 

True  faith  nevo-  leads  us  to  make 
demands  on  (kid.  Instead,  it  gives  us 
(nnfidence  to  share  our  feelings  with 
(k)d  and  make  our  requests  to  him, 
knowing  that  they  will  have  a  sym¬ 
pathetic  bearing.  Having  done  this, 
the  Christian  who  has  Md  faith  is 
willing  to  leave  the  matter  in  God’s 
hands. 

No  Christian  rises  any  higher  than 
his  praying.  Most  Biqitists  would 
rather  work  than  |M*ay.  We  Baptists 
can  organize,  we  can  plan  well,  we 
can  build  buildings,  we  can  raise 
funds.  But  we  are  we^  in  the  area  of 
IM'ayer.  Read  about  the  lives  of  dedi¬ 
cated  Christians.  Trace  the  great 
men  of  faith  throu^  the  2,000  year 
history  of  our  faith,  and  yoif  will 
quickly  discover  that  prayer  was 
central  in  their  lives.  It  was  not  some 
little  something  tacked  on  to  their 
lives.  It  was  their  life. 


Several  #eeks  ago  i  visited  a  nuui 
who  was  considering  joining  our 
church.  He  told  me  atout  taking  his 
little  daughter  to  see  Santa  Qaus  at  a 
lo<»l  store.  She  was  excnted,  for  this 
was  tlM  first  time  she  had  been  old 
oKHigh  for  such  a  visit.  She  marched 
right  up  to  Santa,  allowed  him  to 
place  her  on  his  lap,  and  rattled  off 
everything  she  wanted.  Santa  lis¬ 
tened  and  then  said,  “Honey,  I  will 
see  what  I  can  do.”  He  put  her  down, 
and  picked  up  another  child.  The 
daddy  said,  “My  UtUe  girl  looked  up 
at  Santa  and  got  mad.  She  was  terri¬ 
bly  upset  because  she  thought  Santa 
was  going  to  give  her  everything  she 
wanted  right  then.” 

We  take  a  giant  step  in  prayer  when 
we  begin  praying  in  (kxl’s  will.  Some 
of  us  can  remember  when  we  became 
upset  with  God  because  we  did  not 
receive  that  for  which  we  asked. 
Mountains  can  be  removed  throu^ 
the  power  that  comes  through 
prayers  of  faith — mountains  of  dis¬ 
couragement,  sin,  and  whatever  op¬ 
poses  (kxTs  kingd^  and  his  people, 
n.  The  chaUeagc  to  Jesas’  authMlty 
(Mark  11:2748) 

Following  the  discussion  about  the 
withered  fig  tree,  Jesus  and  the 
twelve  continued  on  to  Jerusalem 
and  to  the  temple  area.  Jesus  began 
walking  among  the  crowd.  As  he 


^  By  Robert  Earl  Shirley, 

Mark : 

For  the  next  eight  weeks,  climax¬ 
ing  with  the  resurrection  at  EUuter, 
our  lessons  will  focus  on  the  life 
Jesus  as  presented  in  the  Gospel  of 
Mark.  This  is  the  shortest  of  the  four 
gospels  and  is  narrative  in  style 
telli^  in  rapidly  moving  order  what 
Christ  did  while  on  earth.  Its  value  is 
enhanced  by  the  fact  that  it  was  writ¬ 
ten  at  a  very  early  date  and  that  what 
Mark  recorded  he  had  apparently  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Apostle  Peter.  The 
book  introduces  us  to  the  Christ  and 
allows  us  to  walk  with  him  as  he 
ministers  to  the  needs  of  mankind. 

Christ’s  message  (1:14-16).  The 
message  of  Jesus  is  the  good  news  of 
the  Kingdom  of  (kxl.  Like  John  the 
Baptist,  Jesus  began  his  preaching 
with  a  demand  for  repentance,  but  he 
also  gave  an  invitation  to  believe. 
'Men  can  believe  the  gospel  for  it  has 
been  sent  by  God  himself  through 
his  Son,  Jesus  Christ. This  belief, 
which  is  to  be  the  watchword  for  his 
entire  earthly  ministry  is  more  than  . 
mental  assent  'and  involves  a  total 
commitment  of  one’s  self  to  him. 

The  nation  had  long  awaited  a  Mes¬ 
siah  who  would  come  and  offer  the 
freedom  and  leadership  that  long  had 
been  lacking  in  the  land.  Now  the 
time  had  (H)me.  Such  things  as  the 
loss  of  faith  in  pagan  gods,  the  yearn¬ 
ing  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  the  phys¬ 
ical  and  political  situation  of  the  (lay 
had  ma<le  the  time  ripe  for  his  com¬ 
ing.  and  now  be  was  here.  His 
proclamation  of  a  Kii^dom  was  to 
ultimately  result  in  his  crucifixion 
and  death,  but  wherever  there  is  a 
heart  today  that  is  sensitive  to  the 
love  of  (k)d  and  responsive  to  His 
will,  the  Kingdom  of  (^  is  still  to  be 
found. 

Christ’s  Cad  (i:il-2t).  Christ  came 
to  carry  on  a  ministry  that  was  to 
(xmtinue  even  after  his  crucifixion, 
resurrection,  and  ascension,  and  to 
prepare  f(X'  that  tiroe,  he  called  his 
disciples.  We  do  not  know  how  much 
I»^ou8  contact  Jesus  had  had  with 
Peter,  Andrew,  James,  and  John,  but 
when  be  called  them  to  come  after 
him,  they  immediately  complied, 
nidr  previous  profession  and  even 
their  families  become  secondary  to 
obedience  to  him. 

It  is  (rf  interest  that  Mark  lets  us 
_  know  that  Zebedee  was  not  deserted 

walked  about,  a  gi^p  of  religious  of- 
ficials  ac(x>8ted  him.  TTiey  asked  by 
what  “authority”  he  did  “these 
things.” 

Jesus  was  a  master  debater.  OftM 
he  answered  a  question  with  another 
question.  In  doing  so  he  put  his  ad¬ 
versaries  on  the  defensive.  Jesus 
asked  his  adversaries  if  John  the 
Baptist’s  autlKHlty  to  baptize  came 
fnm  (jod  or  from  men.  ‘They  held  a 
quick  conference.  Jesus  had  put 
them  on  the  spot.  Either  way  they 
answered  they  were  trapped.  They, 
had  rejected  John  and  so  could  not 
say  his  baptism  was  from  heaven. 
That  would  be  an  admission  that  they 
had  rejected  God.  They  feared  the 
people  too  mudi  to  say  it  was  from 
men,  for  the  people  accepted  John  as 
a  true  prophet.  Therefore,  they 
answer^  that  they  could  not  tell. 
Jesus  then  replied  that  he,  th«%fore, 
would  not  tell  by  what  airthority  he 
had  acted  .  -  . . . 


paster.  Parkway,  Tupelo 
1:14-28 

by  his  sons  but  was  left  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  hired  servants.  It  is  the  small 
details  like  these  in  the  Bible  that 
gives  it  a  more  realistic  (xilor  and 
makes  it  more  applicable  to  eva7- 
day  life.  These  m«i  were  called  to 
become  what  they  had  not  previously 
been.  They  had  chosen  to  be  fisher¬ 
men,  but  Jesus  had  a  higher  purpose 
for  their  lives,  and  good  must  never 
substitute  for  best.  They  were  to  be¬ 
come  Fishers  of  Men.  He  would  make 
them  to  be(K>me  such. 

Christ’s  ministry  (1:21-28).  In  this 
first  chapter  of  Mark,  we  have  the 
three  aspects  of  Jesus’  ministry  that 
are  to  continue  throughout  his  physi¬ 
cal  stay  on  earth  . . .  preaching, 
teaching,  healing.  His  preaching  re¬ 
sulted  in  an  immediate  response,  his 
teaching  produced  astonishment, 
and  his  healing  caused  amazement. 

There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the 
fact  that  (3ihst  was  asked  to  speak  in 
Chpemaum.  It  was  the  custom  of  the 
.ruler  of  the  synagogue  to  extend  such 
an  invitation  to  distinguished  vis¬ 
itors,  and  they  would  be  interested  in 
what  Jesus  had  to  say.  Their  as¬ 
tonishment  came  from  the  nature  of 
his  teaching.  The  rabbis  Uught  by 
quoting  other  rabbis,  but  his  power 
came  directly  from  God,  his  words 
were  indepe^ent  of  tradition,  and 
the  truth  was  presented  authorita¬ 
tively. 

Christ’s  authority.  The  divinity  of 
Christ  shows  clearly  in  the  authority 
that  he  possessed  in  every  area  of  his 
life.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  demand 
men’s  total  allegiance,  he  felt  free  to 
heal  on  the  Sabbath,  and  he  exmrised 
his  power  over  unclean  spirits.  Re- 
gar^ess  of  whether  one  sees  such  as 
the  possession  by  demons  or  the 
affliction  of  diseases,  the  great  truth 
remains  the  same.  Jesus  bad  the 
power  to  destroy  that  whidi  would 
destroy  men  or  keep  them  from  liv¬ 
ing  life  to  the  fullest.  It  was  for  this 
purpose  that  be  came  into  the  world. 

Mark  now  records  that  his  fame 
spread  abroad  throu^Mxit  all  the  re¬ 
gions  about  Galilee.  He  does  not 
make  clear  how  much  time  is  meant 
by  the  word,  “immediately,’”  but  we 
can  rejoice  that  it  has  continued  until 
this  day  and  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
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